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THE FORTY-THIRD ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 
RAGGED SCHOOL UNION, 


And Thirty-jourth Annual Distribution of Scholars’ Prizes, 
Will take place in EXETER HALL 
ON MONDAY EVENING, MAY 9th, 1887. 
The Chair will be taken at Six o'clock precisely. 


The 800 old scholars taking Prizes on this occasion will form a choir and sing a 
selection of Pieces under the direction of Mr. Joseph Proudman. 


SPECIAL MEETINGS FOR PRAYER 
Will be held in the affiliated Ragged Schools and Missions on Sunday, May 8, 1887, to 
express thankfulness to Almighty God for the mercies of the past, and to ple ad for - 
Divine blessing at the Anniversary Meeting in Exeter Hall on Monday, May 9th, and 
upon the work of the Socie ty in the future. 
Teachers and Workers will much oblige by making this Meeting known jin their 
respective schools, and by sending, when convenient, a short re port of it to the office. 
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PROPOSED 


TRAINING HOME 
MATCH FACTORY GIRLS |. 


IN CONNECTION WITH THE 


Factory Girls’ Institute 


OF THE 


NORTH EAST LONDON 
GOSPEL MISSIONS. 














In prosecuting our Mission Work in East London, in connection with which we have 
six centres, with as many Mission Halls, besides other premises in some of the poorest 
localities, we have found a wide door of usefulness amongst the Factory Girls of Bow and 
Bromley, more particularly those working in the Match Factories, whose numbers might 
be counted by thousands, and for whose benefit we have opened a free Evening Institute, 
and have more than 200 girls in good attendance. 

The earnings of numbers of these girls are fearfully low. Their homes are often not 
only bare of comfort, but even of decency. Half clothed and ill-fed, their temptations 
and privations would make a sorrowful chapter. 

There are, we find, numbers of these girls longing for a door of escape from their penal- 
like labour, and the terrible evil of their surroundings, and to enter domestic service. But 
in order to this they need GOOD TRAINING AND PROPER CLOTHING. 

The entreaties of the girls became so importunate that we took fivein January to our 
Children’s Country Holiday Home, near Enfield, for a time, two of whom aré now 
leaving for situations we have found them. But with the return of Spring this accommo- 
dation, small as it is, will be no longer available. 


What we need is a Factory Girls’ Training Home. Who will help provide such 


A DOOR OF HOPE! 


to these hundreds of weary strugglers to a better life ? 

There is not a night the Institute is open but we are besought to save some poor girl 
from her factory life. ° Wecan but bid them wait the issue of this Appeal to learn what 
our answer is to be. 

Contributions may be sent to 

Mrs. FRANK A. BEVAN, 59, Princes Gate, London, S. W., 
who has kindly promised to receive donations, or to the Director of the North East 
London Gospel Missions, 


WILLIAM CHORLEY, 2, Marquess Grove, Canonbury, N, 
Hon. Auditors : 
Messrs, THEO. JONES, HILL, & CO., 1, Finsbury Cireus, E.C. 
Bankers : 
Messrs. BARCLAY, BEVAN, & CO., 54, Lombard Street, E.C 





An account of a recent Tea Meeting at our Girls’ Institute is given in the pages that 
follow, the cost of which was kindly forne by the Ragged School Union. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS, 


TO SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS. 


THE YOU NG ‘CAPITALIST: 


AN ADDRESS PRIZE TO SCHOLARS. 


By W. HAIG MILLER, Esq,, 


AUTHOR OF ‘‘THE MIRAGE OF LIFR.” 





This address (which deserves to be printed in lettera of gold), in the Book form of 
24 pages, price 28, 6d. per 100, can be had at the Office of the Ragged School Union. 


ALSO, 


MUST THE LITTLE ONES PERISH P 
A WORD FOR RAGGED SCHOOLS. 
By the Rev. J. OSWALD DYKES, D.D 
PRICE ONE PENNY. 


Can be had at the Office of the Ragged School Union. 





AL80, 


RAGGED SCHOOLS; 


OR 


MISSIONS OF BENEVOLENCE. 
By Professor LEONE LEVI, LL.D. 
PRICE ONE HALFPENNY. 


Can be had at the Office of the Ragged School Union, 





RECOLLECTIONS OF JOHN POUNDS. 


By HENRY HAWKES, B.A., F.L.S. ~ 
Crown 8vo. Cloth 4s. 6d. 


WILLIAMS & NORGATE, 14, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London and 26, 
South Frederick Street, Edinburgh, 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


: Ny OTICE.—Fourth Edition aie we ‘i of 
THE LIFE AND WORK OF THE SEVENTH 
EARL OF SHAFTESBURY, K.G. 


BY EDWIN HODDER. 
And can be had at all booksellers, in Three Vols., with Portraits, price 86s. 


“These volumes possess a special value, and they furnish a complete picture of their subject in his 
litical, social, domestic, philanthropic, and religious relations. . . . It is im ble to rise 
rom a study of the Ear!’s life an character without a feeling of pride that his efforts and 

affections were all enlisted on the side and in the service of the people ; and it is equally impossible 
to believe in the decadence of England so long as she continues to produce men of this noble and 
unselfish type.”--The Times. 

‘Christian men will rise from the perusal of his volumes with a deeper reverence for the memory 
of the great dead-—-great in every way, great in graves, great in courage, great in purpose, great in 
compassion, and great in achievement.”—The Rock. 

‘* A fascinating and complete work, masterly in general treatment, and full, but not tedious in 
details—unquestionably the standard life of one of the great men of our era.” -—-The Nonconformist, 


CASSELL & COMPANY, LIMITED, LUDGATE HILL, LONDON. 





EIGHTY~EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF 


THE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 


THE PUBLIC MEETING 


Will be held on FRIDAY EVENING, May 6th, 1887, at EXETER HALL. 


THE CHAIR WILL BE TAKEN AT SEVEN o’CLOCK, BY 


Sir THOMAS FOWELL BUXTON, Bart. 


SPBAHERS =: 
Rev. JAMES CHALMERS, from New Guinea. 
EUGENE STOCK, Esq., Chureh Missionary Society. 
Rev. EDW. A. STEWART, M.A., St. James’, Holloway. 
Rev, Dr. J. H. VINCENT, Chancellor of Chautauqua University. 


A CHOIR OF 600 CHILDREN, 


From the Elementary Schools, will sing from 6.30 p.m. and during the Evening, under the direction of 


Mr. JOSEPH PROUDMAN. 


Tickets for Reserved Seats may be had en application to the Secretaries, 56, PATERNOSTER Row, 
LONDON ; or at the various Places of Worship throughout the Metropolis. 
SE Mon ss. 
The ANNIVERSARY SERMONS will be preached as follows :—~ 
On SUNDAY Morning, April 24th, at Eleven, in St. Michael's, Chester Square, by the Rev. Cawon 
TRISTRAM, LL.D., D.D. 

On SUNDAY Morning, April 24th, at Eleven, by the Rev. R. F. HORTON, M.A., in Congregationa 
Church, Hampstead 

On THURSDAY, May 19th, Ascension Day, at 1.16 P.M., by the Rev. GEORGE EVERARD, M.A., in St, 
Mary Aldermary, Qvoen Victoria Street. 


The MISSIONARY BREAKFAST wil! be held in CANNON STRERT HoTEL, on 
TUESDAY, May 17th, at 9 A.M., under the Presidency of SAMUEL SMITH, Esq., M.P. 
Tickets, Half-a-Crown each, may be had of the Secretarics, 56, PATERNOSTER Row. 
LEWIS BORRETT WHITE, p.p. , 
SAMUEL G, GREEN, p.p. } Seoretaries 








a4 ADVERTISEMENTS, 





 FRIENDLESS & FALLEN. 


THE JUBILEE YEAR. 


1887 IS CERTAINLY A MOST EVENTFUL YEAR, for in the annals of our 
beloved land there is no trace whatever of A QUEEN having reigned over the 
destinies of the BRITISH EMPIRE so long as GOOD QUEEN VICTORIA, and 
most likely it is the first event of the kind in the HISTORY OF THE WORLD. 
Further, it is also a profoundly interesting fact that, as far as is known, no period har 
been so characterised by the adoption of Christian ameliorative measures for the good 
of man kind, as since the accession of the THEN PRINCESS VICTORIA in the year 
1887, 

Much has been done for the better protection of FRIENDLESS VIRTUOUS 
YOUNG GIRLS, and also much successful effort has been put forth to rescue ontcast 
females from destruction of béth body and soul. 





une tith. 
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Saturday, 


Having worked for the above classes since the year 1851, I rejoice at awakened 
interest. Certainly more than 20,000 HAVE participated in the benefits of the 
Homes of the London Female Preventive and Reformatory Institution, and my 
i Committee consented to the extension of the Preventive Work, and so the 

NEW HOME AT PARSON’S GREEN 
Will be opened this year, it is hoped, by Mrs. F. A. Brvan. 


OPEN-ALL-NIGHT REFUGE. 


This important addition to the operations of the Institution was commenced, as an 
experiment, in 1867, and this year it is proposed to consolidate the work in extended 
premises, towards which about £400 will be supplied by a specific legacy. 


WAITING-ROOM FOR APPLICANTS. 
About 1,400 applications are received at 200, Euston Road, annually, and for the 

proper conducting of this important branch of the work, a suitably prepared reception- 
room is absolutely required. 
I, AS AN OLD WORKER IN THIS CHRISTIAN MISSION, beg each reader 

of the Ragged Schoo) Journal to send a Jubilee year donation, or collect in aid of the 
i | above objects ? 
| About £2,500 will be wanted for the above objects, 


CONTRIBUTIONS will be thankfully received by the 
Bankers—Lloyds, Barnetts, & Bosanquet’s (Limited), City, 
60, Lombard Street, E.C.; West Branch, 54, St. James , 


THE NEW TRAINING HOME FOR FRIENDLESS GIRLS. 


co open the New Home, 


natty consented 
THE HOLT-YATES MEMORIAL HOME. 


Sever 


Street, S.W.; Francis Nicholls, Esq., of the Committee, 14, Old 
Jewry Chambers, E.C.; or by 
) 
| 


EDWARD W. THOMAS, 





Mrs. 





| 200, Euston Road, London, N.W, Secretary. 
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The New Home at Parson’s Green. 


| Description by an old sympathizer. | 
ITUATED at Parson’s Green, Fu'ham, adjoining another 
Home of the London Female Preventive and Reformatory 
Institution, may be seen the latest substantial development of the 
benevolent enterprise of the Committee of the above Homes. 


The Home, externally (as may be seen from the accompanying 
woodcut), presents the appearance of a well-built private 
dwelling, and though it contains, as will be briefly shown, all 
the requirements of THE NEw TRAINING HoME—a name by 
which it is fitly designated—the domestic element is prominently 
preserved in all its varied and useful details 


Sanguine as undoubtedly the late Dr. Holt Yates was when 
he first made his generous offer to the Committee, probably 
he had but little idea of the extent to which his gift would be 
developed, or the amount of usefulness he was then initiating 
on behalf of poor suffering women and girls. 

In the year 1860 Dr. and Mrs. Holt Yates gave three com- 
paratively small houses, rent free, to form a Reformatory Home. 
In 1874 Dr. Holt Yates was called to his rest, and the Com- 
mittee were enabled to purchase the freehold, together with two 
other houses and the ground attached, rendered familiar to 
many friends of this good work from the Conferences and other 
meetings held therein under the shade of an old and wide- 
spreading mulberry-tree, and in 1877 the Holt Yates Memorial 
Home was built 

Proceeding to view the internal arrangements of the new Pre- 
ventive Home just built, the same remark will apply as that made 
about the exterior, namely, no money has been laid out on mere 
useless embellishments, while, on the other hand, every useful 
appliance and detail has been studied, in order to secure 
efficiency and fitness for the purpose designed in its erection. 

In the basement is a capacious and thoroughly well- 
arranged DintnG HA.u, capable of seating, with ease 
and comfort, fifty girls, with all the facilit'es for maintaining 
order and decorum in the serving of the meal. Connected 
with this, in close proximity, is the Kitchen, furn‘shed 
with a Belgian stove, selected with special advantages 
for economy in fuel, great cooking capacity, and expeditious 
culinary arrangemenis. Leading thence is the Scullery, with a 
most ingenious plan of allowing easy transference of plates 
and utensils, but offering no passage for idlers or gossiping. 
A most skilfully designed Lavatory and Bath-room for the use of 
inmates complete the arrangement of this part of the house. 

THe GrounD FLoor opens with a suitable RECEPTION 
Room for Visi:ors, appropriate, and not to large, faced by a 
lofty, commodious Work Roos, fitted with handy cupboards, 
and other facilities for preserving tidiness and good order. Also 
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on this floor is a most excellent CLass Roo, for the purpose 
of instructing the Inmates in useful subjects, religious, moral, 
and secular, as may be necessary, at given times and seasons. 

Ascending to the First FLoor is found a large HALL, for 
the SUNDAY SERVICES, and, bearing in mind the past and hope- 
ful future of the young girls here trained for a life of usefulness 
in this great and /empting city, it is prayerfully hoped that this 
room devoted to God’s worship may prove a real sanctuary to 
many a truly converted soul. 


It has been especially and prayerfully sought by the 
Committee to make this Home the starting-place, under God’s 
good providence, of many a young girl, whose life but for the 
efforts of the benevolent would be a lost one; and in thus 
opening up a way of escape from dangerous surroundings, the 
Committee hope to present another practical plan for the 
prevention of juvenile depravity now so prevalent in our cities. 


While the Matron’s bedroom is situated on the first floor, 
the assistants’ bedroom and also that devoted to the laundress 
is placed on the second floor, in the rear of which is what is 
called a box room, but which well deserves a better designation, 
for in it are arranged no less than fifty box compartments for 
clothing, racks for hats and bonnets, as well as boots, &c., &c., 
all so ordered that the apparel in which each Inmate enters 
may, if necessary, be preserved until she leaves the Training 
Home for domestic service. 

Tue DormiTorIEs are situated on the second and third 
floors, under easy supervision, well ventilated, free from orna- 
mentation, except Scripture Texts, and furnished with properly- 
arranged lavatories and sanitary appliances. The bedsteads 
are particularly neat and substantial, and the rooms abound in 
useful cupboards, linen presses, with hot air passages, &Xc. 
Also, throughout the houses are speaking tubes and other con- 
veniences to economise and classify labour, and maintain good 
order and well-regulated discipline through the entire Home. 


THe Launpry, placed in the rear, is remarkable for an 
arrangement which cannot fail to be appreciated at the present 
time : fitness for domestic family work, not mechanical institution 
arrangement, is there insisted on. All the work there taught is 
by hand, not by machinery, which so often unfits servants for 
duties of the ordinary private house, where no machinery exists. 

In the rear of the Laundry is a good exercise ground, 100 ft. 
long by about 25 ft. broad, for the use of the Inmates. 


Throughout the entire arrangement of the TRAINING HoME 
ror YOUNG GiRLs it is clear that great economy, care, and 
foresight have been exercised in order to fit it for the purpose 
intended, and to secure for the subscribers and contributors a 
frugal and judicious expenditure of the money entrusted to the 
Committee, as well as a well-ordered and effective Training 
Home for the Inmates. 
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T is anticipated that the special effort of the Com- 
| mittee in extending their Preventive Work on 
behalf of really friendless girls in their teens THIS 
JUBILEE YEAR will be approved by every supporter 
of the benevolent enterprise of the London Female 


Preventive and Reformatory Institution. 


Annually nearly ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 
YOUNG WOMEN and GIRLS apply for admission, or are 
sent by clergymen, missionaries, and others. Amongst 
these a large proportion are found to be really friend- 


less virtuous girls. 


The painful prevalence of juvenile depravity has 
been extensively discussed during the last few years, 
and surely there can be no more effective or practical 
antidote than to take young girls before they become 
depraved, and place them in CHRISTIAN TRAINING 
Homes. The Committee anticipate the hearty co- 
operation of zealous Christian Ladies who may be 
found willing to take an interest in this Home and 
conduct classes for the moral and religious training 


of the Young Girls. 


The building and furnishing will involve an expense 
of nearly 42,000, towards which, as well as to the 
general fund for the maintenance of all the other 
Homes, special liberal CONTRIBUTIONS are EARNESTLY 
SOLICITED DURING THIS YEAR OF NATIONAL 
JOY. 
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The origin and objects of the Mission on 
behalf the 


FRIENDLESS AND FALLEN 


IN CONNECTION WITH THE 


Lontoy Female Preventive § Refornatory 
Knstitntion, 


In the year 1857 a few gentlemen formed a Committee 
to establish Homes for the shelter and protection of Friendless 
young Females of good character, and also Homes for the 
reclamation of those who had erred from the paths of virtue, 
and consequently were excluded from respectable society. 


TWO OBJECTS were then proposed :— 
FIRST, to seek and bring back the erring to the fold 
of the Good Shepherd, Jesus Christ. 


SECOND, to train the inmates generally for domestic 
service and provide them with suitable situations, &c. 


The success of this Christian enterprise during the sub- 
sequent period of thirty years may be taken, without presump- 
tion, as a token that the work was of Divine prompting, and 
has been followed with the gracious blessing Almighty God. 


The following Homes have been established and now 
PROVIDE FOR TWO HUNDRED INMATES. 


HOMES 
ENTIRELY SUPPORTED BY THE FUNDS OF THE INSTITUTION. 
REFORMATORIES : 


200, Euston Roap, N.W. | 1, MaupE Grove, West Brompton, S.W. 
35, EpEN Grove, Ho.tioway, N. 5, Parson’s GREEN, S.W. 


PREVENTIVE HOMES: 


195, HAMPSTEAD Roap, N.W. ............. For Friendless Young Women of Good 
Character. 

Training Home for Friendless Young 
Girls of Good Character. 

37, MANCHESTER St., Euston Rp., N.W... Home for the immediate reception of 


Penitents. OPEN ALL NIGHT. 


7, Parson’s GREEN, S.W. ....c.ccceeeee 


Admitted to the Preventive Homes since 1857 ..... 2966 
Ditto Reformatory Home ditto ...... 8387 


The above Asylums now provide for TWO HUNDRED 
Young Women and Girls 
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In the year 1867 a gentleman, since deceased, gave the 
Committee £ 100 on condition that they established a Refuge 
to be KEPT OPEN ALL NIGHT for the immediate recep- 
ticn of the Friendless and Fallen, since which time there have 


been admitted 12,943 young women and girls of tender years. 


It will be interesting to read what that RIGHT NOBLE 
CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST, THE LATE EARL 
OF SHAFTESBURY, together with Clergymen and Ministers, 
said at a recent Annual Meeting of the LonDON FEMALE 
PREVENTIVE AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTION, held at 


Exeter Hall. 


HIS LORDSHIP SAID :— 


It seemed to him that the work in which the Institution 
was engaged was of vital importance, and that it was carried on 
as well as it possibly could be amidst all the surrounding 
difficulties. The course being pursued appeared to him to be 
Divinely inspired. With regard to the Open-all-Night Refuge, 
his Lordship stated it required some little experience to be 
fully aware of the enormous necessity for it; but from one or 
two cases which have come under his own notice absolute ruin 
must have fallen upon some young girls and women had it not 
been in existence. It often happens that young girls are 
suddenly turned out of their places, and have literally nowhere 
to go but to the streets. Young girls come to London without 
judgment and experience, and they are glad of the first helping 
hand held out to them; and thus they become the prey of 
persons of evil intentions, etc. In conclusion the Noble Lord 


commended the mode in which the work was carried forward. 
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The Institution is entirely dependent upon 


voluntary contributions and the profits on the In- 


mates’ work. 
The last Annual Report, containing Balance 


Sheet and Subscription List, will be sent on appli- 


cation to intending Contributors, 
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In the year 1867 a gentleman, since deceased, gave the 
Committee 4 100 on condition that they established a Refuge 
to be KEPT OPEN ALL NIGHT for the immediate recep- 
tion of the Friendless and Fallen, since which time there have 


been admitted 12,943 young women and girls of tender years. 


It will be interesting to read what that RIGHT NOBLE 
CHRISTIAN PHILANTHROPIST, THE LATE EARL 
OF SHAFTESBURY, together with Clergymen and Ministers, 
said at a recent Annual Meeting of the LonpoNn FEMALE 
PREVENTIVE AND REFORMATORY INSTITUTION, held at 


Exeter Hall. 


HIS LORDSHIP SAID :— 


It seemed to him that the work in which the Institution 
was engaged was of vital importance, and that it was carried on 
as well as it possibly could be amidst all the surrounding 
difficulties. The course being pursued appeared to him to be 
Divinely inspired. With regard to the Open-all-Night Refuge, 
his Lordship stated it required some little experience to be 
fully aware of the enormous necessity for it; but from one or 
two cases which have come under his own notice absolute ruin 
must have fallen upon some young girls and women had it not 
been in existence. It often happens that young girls are 
suddenly turned out of their places, and have literally nowhere 
to go but to the streets. Young girls come to London without 
judgment and experience, and they are glad of the first helping 
hand held out to them ; and thus they become the prey of 


persons of evil intentions, etc. In conclusion the Noble Lord | 


commended the mode in which the work was carried forward. 
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BARNETTS, 
Post OFrrice ORDERS 





AND Postal ORDERS ON LLOyDs, 





THE DISPATCH OF RECEIPTS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE SAME, WHICH ARE SENT 


WHENEVER POSSIBLE BY RETURN OF POST. 
SHOULD BE DRAWN ON THE GENERAL Post Office, E.C. 


BOSANQUET'’S BANK, THE Society's BANKERS. 


CONTRIBUTORS ARE RESPECTFULLY ASKED TO CROSS ALL CHEQUES, PosT 
Orrice ORbERs, 


CONTRIBUTORS SENDING THIS FORM WITH THEIR KIND GIFTS WILL FACILITATE 
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WsunA7s tat y) < Asapet 1997 74 “447 ywatyns Rasttas 
Kindly state to what object you desire your Contritution 
y . ee pet 794 ~«« 
to be appropriaved, viz. :-— 
1. The New Preventive Home for 50 Friendless Young Girls. 
2. The Extension of the Open-all-Night Refuge. 
3. General Fund. 
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The enclosed Contribution of 3 : : is to 


1 


é 
appropriated as a Jubilee Gift for 

under the direction of the 
Committee of the London Female Preventive and Reformatory 


Institution. 


Name 
Address 


This Form may be returned to EDWARD W. THOMAS, Secretary, Office, 200, Euston Road, 
London, N.W., to whose order Cheques, &c., should be made payable. 
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In the year 1867 a gentleman, since deceased, gave the 
Committee £ 100 on condition that they established a Refuge 
to be KEPT OPEN ALL NIGHT for the immediate recep- 
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judgment and experience, and they are glad of the first helping 
hand held out to them; and thus they become the prey of 
persons of evil intentions, etc. In conclusion the Noble Lord 


commended the mode in which the work was carried forward. 














Jubilee Years of Scripture History were times of National joy. 











Jubilee Years of Scripture History were times of National joy. 





7 
MISSIONARY EFFORTS 


ON BEHALF OF THE FRIENDLESS AND FALLEN. 





Since the establishment of this Institution there has been 
a most gratifying increase of effort to 


**Seek and Save the Lost” by the Parochial Clergy, 
Prison Chaplains, Midnight Meetings, Missionaries (both male 
and female), besides a host of private philanthropists. 


Annually there are about 1,500 appliéations 
received from various parts of the country, by and on behalf 
of poor young women and girls, for admission to the Homes, 
and in the great majority of cases these applications resulted 
from some individual Christian effort. 


It is in a sense impossible to reject a young female 
when pleading for help in the hour of contrition for sin, or 
when truly friendless, however imprudent it may be deemed 
by some persons to let expenses exceed income; and the 
Committee authorise the immediate admission of all suitable 
cases to the utmost capacity ot the Homes, whether applicants 
present themselves day or night. 

A large proportion of the original promoters 
and supporters of this Mission of Mercy have been called to 
their rest since 1857; therefore circumstances now render it 
imperative that the Committee should make a special effort 
to enlist new Contributors. 


THE INCREASED Claims on the Institution, especially in 
the rescue of young girls of very tender years, necessitates 
a larger number of contributors to support the work. 


A Donation or Collection of £12 10s. will support 
ALL the Homes ONE DAY. 

More than 5000 meals have to be provided 
every week. 

The Institution is entirely dependent upon 
voluntary contributions and the profits on the In- 
mates’ work. 

The last Annual Report, containing Balance 
Sheet and Subscription List, will be sent on appli- 
cation to_intending Contributors. 
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The Jubilee Collecting Card, as shewn, will be sent to 
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Friendless and Fallen. 
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THOMAS SALT, Esq., M.P., is Treasurer. 
Donations will be thankfully received— 
Lioyps, BARNETTS, and BosanQqueEts’ Bank, 54, St. James’s- 
street, S.W.; 60, Lombard-street, E.C. 
Francis NicHoLts, Esq. (of the Committee), 14, Old Jewry- 
chambers, E.C.; or 
EDWARD W. THOMAS, Secretary. 


OFFICE : 200, EusToN Roapb, N.W, 





The Committee, as far as possible, appropriate all legacies for the 
EXTENSION of the Homes for the Friendless and Fallen, 
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THE QUEEN AND OUR PRIZE SCHOLARS. 
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The following list gives the names of the schools and the number in 
each of the recipients of prizes and prize cards, the value of the latter 
being greatly enhanced by bearing her Majesty’s autograph: 


RIE is cscnecthidsiecasice socccsats 5 
I I on ci cnksanc caeoneies 5 
IIE III shies a, aneginne octapebness 4 
IIL, asin: a poncdinsssdinncavive 6 
MI OR fas. indices. cdalecgerccdeee 5 
Camden Town ................ eaten 10 
NE  caiehd scace nad iecsUrashecksoes 13 
I er oe cc esciindnnciin 15 
SOE FTI *,. 2. Sevcgtdessccevens conte 10 
Copperfield Road .,............ -.essesee 39 
IIIS occ conccchnindctpedeccscnce ves 15 
Sc iccskvemisiacttetesdapsinectheesoud 3 
SE sa iicicdessanensbtbens onatnosst 3 
NE. cncispaiccaasaencesindtbecesetaes 8 
ete Cae 12 
MG OI, ocaco ce cd pavencecseseces 8 
BE IU sdiscc chs ccctnscdgssbuns sce 1 
SN ccteusuénsckvederatnebacieien 18 
SESS pric ens ge peer eres 17 
II n.5csc5 poskeuesadearnaiiantas 1 
EEE eh LL Ae ee ae 51 
Pe TOE... <i cskanckesehédlincees 12 
I cach end tae tcalind: sxamincees <a 
REGIME cc GlgsccctbDtnigcaciccace soe 14 
BN ININIIDD os Gs vturcvcdaddaccense sien 3 
Hamond Square ..............ssseeseeee 2 
REIN ioc scans senwsicnsiecdccmnes 10 
EE 5 cxncncgabedaanstonbsnse 6 
I igi oss: accnesecsenis senten ll 
once nnsakioneiea dies 1 
PRONE HORE 55 oes cccecccstececes 4 
Pee es. cote heh. 10 
John Street, Shacklewell ............ 2 
eh enon 10 
NERO Er re ore tee 7 





PERMIUIE FROOT 50 sccacacrsasacecocsssonss 
MII, ccc ccscnconecsecosnschannes 
Tame ond Pleg..........000...00.ccsee0ese 
PIII one's cos ucdecccidhci vcascaedte ole 
Lanadown Place ..........c0csesssceeees 
IN TINIE cicnduscteeccaetstespuaues 
Lower Park Road... .......cs.ccscocesees 
PUNE BIDE 56s cccsdacecsecssensccesess 
ON Re re ree 
PI III A cnc eesbe. cde ccxavdoscoceane 
IIIS oas25 nals vausectvacensavaes 
Ogle Mews 
Ee ete 
BREN | cbciccscensnskacieetease NEMosbaee 
SIS TNE cS ncacecareiescscewens 
Richmond S'reet ..........scec.ceeeeses 
OP eee ree 
IIE vcstsvces vcateasemasneeintn 
SE TOI <50:c0xsneedave. paaeoannenen 
NONE DOOD on civics sconccrcctbeacavet 
MND... < arcicisnocersicondeties 
NE coh asacndiSesacdpercaveavoen 
ME IID TINE sion nkxss tee caesscaes 
Tottenham Roace ............ceecceeeeeee 
Tower Street, Seven Dials ............ 
Tower Street, Waterloo Road......... 
ID cinccnsenenesddeecbsasteces 
MI MOIR, 5s ciccncdcacsaciceresise Xen 
PINE DIODE Ne cickcascascsccheronsetiies 
en nner eee 
Oe I ei ce visd cicssccedsncies 
PI PIIID hc ncinentdl oes diencnnsss ines 
I och. is cacteredtbnaacdesaassckinn 
ME PIN. concckdntccassnadeticn ears 





APROPOS TO HER MAJESTY’S JUBILEE. 
Berorr the appearance of another issue of this magazine, the 
fiftieth anniversary of the accession of Queen Victoria will have 
passed. Shortly after two o’clock on the morning of June 20th, 1837, 
King William the Fourth died at Windsor, and three hours later the 
Archbishop of Canterbury (Dr. Howley), and the Lord Chamberlain 


(the Marquis of Conyngham) were at Kensington greeting his suc- 
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cessor. ‘‘She came into the room in a loose white nightgown and 
shawl, her nightcap thrown off, and her hair falling upon her 
shoulders, her feet in slippers, tears in her eyes, but perfectly col- 
lected and dignified.” Many things have happened since that summer 
morning. Of the statesmen who were the counsellors of the young 
Queen when she came to the throne there is now scarcely a survivor. 
Lord Melbourne, Lord Palmerston, Lord Russell, the Duke of Wel- 
lington, Sir Robert Peel, Lord Brougham, Lord Lyndhurst, Lord 
Ashley, and a score of others who were then vigorous men, have all 
‘‘gone over to the majority.” Prince Albert then was not even 
known by name to one in a hundred of the people whom he after- 
wards served so faithfully and who came to honour him so sincerely ; 
and he has been dead more than a quarter of a century. Fifty years! 
It is not a long period in the history of the human race, not long even 
in the progress of a nation; but it is a hig portion of an individual 
life, and not an insignificant one of the existence of a dynasty. 
Of the many predecessors of Queen Victoria on the English throne 
only two have held the sceptre so long. Of the first of them, 
Henry III., the historian has little to tell which redounds to’ his 
honour, and the second, George III., though always a worthy man, 
can hardly be called a great one. In both reigns there was much 
trouble and no small amount of bloodshed. In the earlier one the 
monarch had to fight against his barons for his crown, and in the 
later he had to struggle, and to do so uravailingly, with a portion of 
his subjects to retain his dominion over them. Henry owed the 
tranquil termination of his lengthy reign to the courage and resource 
ofason. George ended his days in the deep gloom of bitter bereave- 
ment and lost reason. Happier than both, Victoria has for half a 
century ruled over a people who have never withdrawn from her the 
affection they gave her when she was a youth. She has trusted them, 
and they have trusted her, and together they have gone forward 
working out their high destiny. 

In comparing or contrasting the present reign with that of other 
English monarchs, we naturally think of the great name of Elizabeth. 
The Eighth Henry’s heroic daughter will always remain one of the 
most striking figures in our history. Her life was cast in anxious 
times. Europe was all astir, and some of the most momentous 
problems ever proposed to puzzle mankind pressed hard for solution. 
An eld order had just given place to a new one, not gently as in the 
course of nature, but under stress of angry passions and fierce 
combat. The Reformation was not yet firmly established. Many 
men still looked fondly back to the old days, and the ancient faith. 
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Many more were doubting in their minds and fearful lest the founda- 
tions on which they were building should crumble beneath them. 

Gradually England was taking position as the head of the 
Protestant world, and Spain, the protector of the Papacy, stood 
forward as her relentless antagonist. Modern England was made in 
those great days when Drake and his comrades scoured the seas. 
Englishmen in their gigantic struggle with Spain grew strong and 
self-reliant. With the virtues of courage and strength they also 
acquired some of the attendant vices, and the England of Elizabeth 
is not the place to look for humanitarianism, or what a certain school 
of writers now callsaltruism. The Queen wasa fit ruler for such a time. 
She was stout-hearted, stern, somewhat unscrupulous, intolerant of 
rivalry, wily, occasionally not above telling a lie. She dearly loved 
her country, and doubtless, if the sacrifice had been demanded of her, 
would frankly have given her life for it. But it was England as a 
great, powerful nation, not England in its units of individual men 
and women, for which she lived laborious days and nights. 

It is to the high honour of Queen Victoria that, while every whit 
as courageous as Elizabeth, she has always been a gentle, tender- 
hearted woman. Herein is the secret of her strength. Elizabeth’s 
subjects admired her; Victoria’s give her their love. She has shown 
them that she hasa heart. Daughter, wife, mother, widow, she has 
lived in a light which has revealed all but her most secret thoughts, 
and she has been not less but more a Queen, because her people have 
ben permitted to see that she shares with the poorest of them to so 
large an extent ‘‘ the common lot.” 

It is always difficult to sharply define between cause and effect. 
Therefore we do not propose to examine to what extent the fact that a 
clear-minded, great-hearted woman has occupied the throne of Great 
Britain during the past fifty years has advanced the philanthropic 
movements which have been so remarkable a feature of the time. 


Sufficient for our present purpose will it be to note to what a striking’; 


extent since 1837 tenderness to and thoughtfulness for the weak and 
helpless have spread and entered into the best life in these islands. 
The slaves in our West Indian colonies had indeed been set free before 
Victoria succeeded her uncle William. But in Britain itself there 
were multitudes of poor creatures whose condition was as hard as had 
been that of the negroes in Jamaica before a Reformed Parliament 
struck off their fetters. In mines, in factories, in dangerous occupa- 
tions of a hundred kinds, women and little children were turned into 
mere beasts of burden, and were compelled to live lives which were a 
disgrace to a Christian people. 

For many years good men had cried out against the continuance of 
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these horrors, but their cries had reached deaf ears; wars, and the 
evil passions which wars give birth to, had hardened men’s hearts. 
Political economy, laws regulating commerce, constitutional liberty, it 
was argued, peremptorily protested against any interference with the 
right of parents to sell their children into slavery, or of masters to 
compel women to unsex themselves and toil in the darkness of a 
coal-pit for a wretched pittance. It had always been so, it was argued, 
and they were sickly sentimentalists who would insist on any change. 

Happily, in the early years of the present reign there were men and 
women in this country who did not mind being styled ‘“ sentimentalists.” 
They had gone to the mines and factories, and down the noisome alleys 
of our big towns, and seen for themselves the horrors which were daily 
perpetrated by permission of the law of Great Britain. Nowadays we 
find it hard to believe that such scenes were ever witnessed in free 
England as those which the late President of the Ragged School Union 
described ia the House of Commons when advocating the cause of 
women and children in mines and factories. Bad as things in many 
places still are, it is difficult to realise that Mrs. Browning’s words, 
written in one of the early forties, were literally true :— 
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‘* The young, young children, oh, my brothers.! 
Do you ask them why they stand 
Weeping sore before the bosoms of their mothers, 
Tn our happy fatherland ? 
‘* They look up with their pale and sunken faces, 
And their looks are sad to see ; 
For the man’s hoary anguish draws and presses 
Down the cheeks of infancy. 
‘* © Your old earth,’ they say, ‘is very dreary,’ 
‘Our young feet,’ they say, ‘are very weak ; 
Few paces have we taken, yet are weary, 
Our grave-rest is very far to seek.’” 


That a gentle woman, a fond wife and happy mother, was on the 
throne must have encouraged Lord Ashley and his fellow-workers to 
increased exertions in their self-chosen task. There can be no doubt 
that it did so, and that it materially hastened their triumph; for ere 
‘long the women and little ones were taken out of the mines, the hours 
in the factories under the iron wheels were shortened, and it was made 
penal to send boys up chimneys. 

Nor did the good work stop here. After all, it is little that Parlia- 
ment can do to sweeten life. The most that can be asked from it is 
that it shall not poison nor embitter it. Love—brotherly, paternal, 
maternal—must do the rest. So we find that so soon as the Factory 
Acts had been enacted and the Corn Laws abolished, quite a crowd of 
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benevolent societies came into existence. It is surely not too much to 
assert that there was not among them all one more in sympathy with 
the spirit of the time than that which gave to London and other great 
cities their Ragged Schools. It was in the natural sequence of events 
that Lord Ashley, who had been the main instrument in placing the 
Factory Acts on the statute-book, should have become the President of 
the Ragged School Union. For it was not only from the black mine 
and the noisy factory that the ‘‘cry of the children’ came. It went 
up in ceaseless chorus from the narrow courts, the cellars, and garrets 
of every great town. And the pity of it was that no legislation could 
still this cry ; for it was the outcome of sin and vice. 

What gives more significance to this growth of benevolence and 
consideration for the young and the weak during the past half- 
century, is the fact that simultaneously science has asserted the 
discovery that the laws of nature are all in the interest of the strong. 
When the history of the present reign comes to be written, it will be 
seen in what strong contrast Mr. Darwin’s famous theory of the 
Survival of the Fittest, and the logical issues of that theory, stand to 
this remarkable contemporary outburst of philanthropic sentiment. 
It is well for mankind that science and the logic of the schools are not 
the exclusive guides of life, but that the heart and the affections still 
assert their authority. And, no doubt, the remarkable assertion of 
that authority in recent and present efforts to lighten the gross dark- 
ness at home and abroad, to brighten the lot of the poor, to gladden 
the days of the young, to alleviate the afflictions of the blind, the deaf, 
and the lame, has been in some measure a reply to a science not 
unfrequently harsh and narrow of view. 

That this is recognised, the attempt of Comte and his disciples to 
introduce a new Religion of Humanity is a direct proof. Outside a 
very select circle of the initiated no man seems to comprehend the 
creed called Comtism and Positivism. What of it is capable of being 
understood is manifestly borrowed from Christianity and the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. But it has been marred in the borrowing, for while 
Posivitism seems to advocate the service of an abstract something 
named Humanity, Christianity proclaims love for actual flesh and 
blood men and women, “ Good tidings unto the meek, binding up to 
the broken-hearted, liberty to the captives, the opening of the prison 
to the bound, comfort to all that mourn, and sight to the blind.” 

It is not too much to say, that there never was a time in which this 
view of the duty of Christian men and women was so widely accepted 
as during the fifty years that Queen Victoria has ruled. To this 
extent there is comfort for those who grow weary when they note the 
small visible success which so often attends their efforts to extend the 
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boundaries of the Kingdom. While men and women love and labour 
to help those who are vicious and criminal, careless and ignorant, 
there must be hope for the world, and reality in the religion which 
begets the love and labour. 

In the space at the present writer's disposal it would be quite 
impossible to give any, however limited, history of all the movements 
which might be named in evidence of the truth of these assertions. 
Reference has already been made to those which may be supposed to 
lie nearest the hearts of the readers of this Record. To the chief 
among these we may again revert. 

Seven years after the accession of the Queen, the Ragged School 
Union was formed. Like many other institutions destined to do great 
service to the world, its beginning was small and _ unostentatious. 
The founders of the Union were a little band of earnest, God-fearing 
men, not for the most part great or wise in the ordinary acceptation 
of the words, but large of heart, and with minds made up as to the 
nature of the work they had to do. Quite realising their own weak- 
ness and the magnitude of the labours before them, they went forward 
to raise out of the depths the children of the courts and alleys of 
London. About the same time men of like nature (among whom the 
late Dr. Guthrie, of Edinburgh, holds very high rank) in other parts 
of Great Britian took up similar work. The history of this movement 
has never yet been fully told. When it is written, it will prove to be 
full of interest, a stirring incitement to all workers in the Master’s 
vineyard. Here it will suffice to state tha: for forty-three years an 
army of devoted men and women has been striving, strong in that 
faith which removes mountains, to brighten the lives of the poor 
children of our towns. And in this Jubilee year who shall say that 
these labours have been vain? To revert again, for the sake of a 
contrast, to Mrs. Browning’s poem, where now are the children of our 
lanes who, being invited to go out and “‘ pluck your handfuls of the 
meadow-cowslips pretty,” would make answer— 

‘** We are weary, 
And we cannot run or leap ; 
If we cared for any meadows, it were merely 
To drop down in them and sleep” ? 


The most miserable among them, the sad-eyed boys and girls, who 
pass dreary days and drearier nights in the streets and cellars or garrets 
of St. Giles’s and the East End, have now seen the cowslips growing in 
the fields, and have experienced a joy, short lived perhaps, but still a 
joy, under the trees in the open country. Sixty years ago who would 
have thought of taking children from the slums of London to pass a 
summer day in a wood, or on a common, or by the seashore? With 
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the desire to give these children some knowledge of Jesus and His 
love has come the inclination to give them a larger share of the inno- 
cent pleasures of earth. This feeling is now all but universal, for 
thousands of people who profess no regard for Christ’s religion now 
do honour to it thus far, that they are kind to His little ones. 

As soon as the Ragged School Union was established, its managers 
set about giving the waifs and strays of London a store of secular 
education. In these days of School Boards and all the elaborate 
parapbernalia of modern education, the teaching given in the Ragged 
Schools of London may seem somewhat primitive. But it must be 
remembered that the Union had not the purses of the ratepayers to 
draw from, and that always the work attempted was beyond the 
resources available. Still, after making every allowance, and thank- 
fully acknowledging the better state of affairs which now obtains, it 
remains a fact that the educational work of the Ragged School Union 
was surprisingly successful. Indeed, it is scarcely rash to say that 
these schools largely contributed to keep London the orderly city that 
it has been and is. The education was generally in keeping with the 
needs and capacities of the scholars, and invariably the teachers were 
men and women whose heart was in their work. 

In 1871 the British Legislature woke to the necessity of providing 
an elementary education which should be within the reach of the 
poorest child in the land. The Act with which the name of the late 
Mr. W. E. Forster will always be associated was thus to some extent 
a consequence of the twenty-five years’ labours of Lord Shaftesbury 
and his companions. All the same, the immediate result on the 
Ragged Schools of London was unfortunate. With the advent of the 
School Board a large proportion of the day schools under the Union 
came to anend. London was perceptibly a loser thereby. The poor 
children of the courts, the City Arab, the wastrels, require a special 

,treatment. It is unwise to attempt to constrain them to meet the 
requirements of a code no doubt admirably fitted for children more 
happily born. What they most urgently need is love and the 
humanising influence of gentle, Christian men and women. Their 
teachers should be to them parents more deserving to lead them into 
the ways of truth and purity than to enable them to pass at a given 
age Standard IV. or Standard VI. Indeed, for feeble children the 
attainment of any education worthy the name is only possible under 
such treatment. 

It is not rash to hope that this will ere long be recognised. When 
it is so, we may expect to see a large addition to the schools set apart 
for the ragged boys and girls of London. Alas! the number of such 
unhappy ones is still very great. So long as vice and crime and 
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sloth abound, so long as drink and improvidence produce their 
natural results, there will be thousands of children whose capacity for 
acquiring knowledge is limited, and who can best be trained by a 
patient, God-fearing teacher, who can work to some extent unbridled 
by acode. Time will show what will be done, but to this writer, at 
all events, the best system for the gutter children of the metropolis 
seems to be the Ragged School, with its gospel of gentleness and love, 
assisted and enlarged by as much of the modern machinery of educa- 
tion as is obtainable. 

It is a happy event, and of good augury, that, in this year of her 
Jubilee, Queen Victoria should have become Patroness of the Ragged 
School Union. It is pleasant to be thus reminded that the first lady 
in the land is so entirely in sympathy with the effort to help the 
outcast children of the metropolis. Workers in Ragged Schools 
cannot but be strengthened by the knowledge that their Queen is 
directly associated with them in their labours. There is always good 
hope for a cause when women heartily espouse it and give them- 
selves to its service, and no nobler mission can be conceived than that 
of women strong in their purity and love to the sinful and the 
neglected. Lord Tennyson makes his hero, King Arthur, describe in 
noble verse how he taught his knights to ‘‘ride abroad redressing 
human wrongs, To break the heathen and uphold the Christ.”” On as 
great an errand day by day and evening by evening go forth the 
‘Ragged School teachers of London. May they, now that their sovereign 
is at their head, with renewed vigour prosecute their war against 


the powers of evil. J. M. 


NELSON STREET RAGGED SCHOOL MISSION, 
CAMBERWELL. 


Tue formal opening of the new premises took place on Tuesday 
evening, March 15, by the Baroness Burdett-Coutts. Before noticing 
the proceedings which took place, it may not be uninteresting if we 
refer briely to the past history of the mission, which has been the 
growth of many years and the work of many individuals. From the 
year 1810, when Thomas Cranfield and others associated with him in 
founding this busy centre of usefulness, to the present time, various 
developments and new departures have taken place. For instance, in . 
1813 it seems to have taken the shape of a British Free School; and 
four years later the Duke of Sussex presided at its annual meeting-. 
In 1823 a Sunday Evening School was commenced, and in 1826 the 
Bowyer Lane Infant School appeared upon the scene. In 1849 the 
Ragged School in connection with the Ragged School Union was. 
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formally opened, and with it a Free Day School, Week Night School, 
Ragged Church, Young Men’s Class, Mothers’ Meetings and Clothing 
Club, were held, the whole being under the charge of Mr. T. E. Crabb, 
who acted as superintendent and secretary, and this gentleman was 
present on Tuesday to assist in inaugurating that enlarged sphere of 
usefulness on which the institution is now entering. In 1876 the 
Earl of Shaftesbury became the president, the Hon. A. F. Kinnaird, 
the treasurer, and Mr. John Kirk the hon. secretary. In 1880 the 
freehold and building were purchased for £400; in October, 1886, the 
memorial stone of the new building was laid by Mr. Elward Rawlings, 
and, on Tuesday, was formally opened. The new building consists of 
two floors, the ground floor being divided into three sections, and the 
upstairs forming a handsome, well-lighed, spacious schoolroom, the 
whole capable of accommodating 1,000 children. The programme 
of operations, which has already begun in earnest in the new structure, 
comprises: Sunday Schools, Gospel Services, Children’s Services, Bible 
Classes (three), Open-air Preaching and Tract Distribution, Mothers’ 
Meeting, Maternity Society, Girls’ Sewing Class, Elder Lads’ Club, 
Band of Hope, Temperance Meetings, Lending Library, carpenters’ tools, 
Sick and Home Visitation, Meetings of Old Scholars, Free Breakfasts 
for the Destitute, Dinners for Poor Children, Dorcas Meeting, Penny 
Bank and Clothing Club, .Boot and Shoe Club, Flower Show and 
Exhibition, ‘‘ Robin Dinner,” ‘‘ Travers-Buxton”’ Clothing Fund, 
Prayer Meetings, Sewing Class, and Gymnasium for elder boys, in 
addition to the services of a City Missionary, who is wholly supported 
by the London City Mission. The new building, according to a state- 
ment made by the Hon. A. F. Kinnaird, the treasurer, has cost in all 
£2,106, divided as follows: additional freehold land, £406; building, 
£1,500; architect, furniture, &c., £200. Towards this amount £1,251 
has been received, leaving a deficiency of £855, which was reduced 
during the evening to about £600. The Building Fund donors included 
the following: Baroness Burdett-Coutts; Mr. H. R. Williams; Mr. 
T. L. Bristowe, M.P.; Mr. Edward Rawlings; the late Mr. Samuel 
Morley; Mr. R. C. L. Bevan; Mr. W. C. Collins; Lady Bazley ; 
Duke of Westminster; Mr. F. A. Bevan; Lord Blantyre; Ragged 
School Union, £100; and the workers connected with the Mission, £100. 

The Baroness Burpert-Courts met with a most enthusiastic reception. 
Her ladyship (who was presented with a bouquet by Miss A. Kirk) 
was particularly felicitous in her remarks, the audience listening with 
rapt attention to her very interesting review of Ragged School work, 
and to her very graceful tribute to the character and career of the 
late Lord Shaftesbury. The great need of institutions such as the 
Nelson Street Ragged School was dwelt upon, her ladyship eloquently 
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‘declaring that education, to be perfect, must include something more 
‘than mere reading and writing. The young should be prepared to 
play a useful part in the battle of life ; should be technically instructed 
in useful handicrafts, and, above all, should be taught to acknowledge 
the power and influence of religion in their daily lives; so that, 
whether earning their daily bread in England or in that larger Britain 
beyond the seas, they would be worthy representatives of that great 
nation to which they belonged. Her ladyship, in formally declaring 
the building open, expressed a wish that the work carried out within 
‘its walls would ever be influenced by the spirit of its founders and 
‘promoters, and by the teaching of that Book which was the foundation 
of England’s greatness. 

Mr. Burverr-Courts, M.P., in an able and interesting address, 
dwelt at some length on the importance of technical education, 
expressing his extreme gratification at the proposed establishment of 
 carpenter’s shop. 

Professor Leone Levi said: It is a good omen for the Ragged 
‘Schools that you, Lady Burdett-Coutts, have consented to take the 
chair this evening. In every attempt to promote measures of a 
beneficent character we are bound to face, on the one side, the 
economist, who warns us against the neglect of economic laws, and, on the 
-other, the enthusiast, who would do what is sure to bring disappointment 
and mischief. I have always observed in your princely charities the 
just mean between the two, with much attention to details, and 
much care in execution. The building of this school is a kind of 
protest against those who say that the days of Ragged Schools are 
over. In sober truth, we need them as wuch as ever, and for two 
specific reasons: first, because the Board Schools leave out in the cold 
a very large number of children; and secondly, because Ragged 
Schools give to the poorest children much more than the Board Schools 
can ever give them. According to the last return of the London 
School Board they had on the roll 592,000 children, but the average 
attendance was 467,000, leaving 125,000, more or less, in the streets. 
There is a stage in human society, moreover, where the cultivation of 
the mind must be subordinate to the care of the body and the 
preservation of the heart from malice and crime. And there 
are thousands of children who need more the care of the philan- 
thropist than the labours of the teacher. In any case we may be 
thankful for the existence of these agencies, which go far towards 
lessening human sufferings. And we see the result in the softening 
of passion and the diminution of crime. Two facts are, indeed, very 
comforting. Ten years ago, in 1876, there were in London 4-486 
felonies for every 1,000 of the population. In 1885 the proportion 
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was 3°712 per 1,000, showing a diminution of more than 17 per cent. 
In 1876 the number apprehended for drunkenness in the metropolis 
was 7°676 per 1,000. In 1885 the number was 4-295 per 1,000, showing 
a decrease of 44 per cent. We need all the agencies we can possibly 
muster to overcome the evil inherent to the artificial state of society 
in which we live. Year by year some rise and some fall, and there 
are always filtering through a large number for whom no one seems to 
care. Only God commands us to go deep down and search His own 
jewels. Who knows but we may lift them up to honour and use- 
fulness? Speaking simply as an economist, I can say, that whilst 
every child left to a career of crime costs the State a great sum of 
money, every child educated to labour and good behaviour is worth 
to the State thousands of pounds. Courage! Let us work, and let us 
ask God’s blessings on our efforts. 

Mr. Epwarp Raw1ines, a princely benefactor to the Nelson Street 
Ragged School, warmly congratulated the committee on the great 
event they were that day celebrating. He could speak with some 
certainty of the success which had attended the operations of the in- 
stitution—more particularly during the past two yoars—very satis- 
factory results indeed having reached him of the young people who 
had been connected with it, and who had since gone out into the 
world to fight the great battle of life. Their work was increasing 
rapidly, as additional small houses had been built lately in 
the neighbourhood, and they had in addition taken over the 
Mission School hitherto worked by the young men attached to the 
Loughborough Park Chapel. The pastor of that chapel, the Rev. D. 
A. Herschell, was heartily with them. But still the Mission School 
brought with it the responsibility of watching over 100 additional 
children, and he appealed with confidence for additional help, to 
enable the committee to carry out their increased responsibilities. 

The Rev. Canon Hussey heartily supported this appeal. 

Mr. Crass paid a graceful tribute to the Baroness Burdett-Coutts 
for her kindness in coming among them, and for her readiness at all 
times to take part in any movement for the moral, social, and religious 
welfare of the masses, and in doing so took the opportunity of un- 
veiling a memorial tablet in honour of her ladyship’s visit. 

The vote of thanks to the Baroness for presiding was moved by the 
Rev. D. A. Herschell, seconded by the Rev. Isaac Doxsey, and 
supported by Mr. R. J. Curtis, of the Ragged School Union, and a 
very pleasant evening, albeit snow and fog reigned supreme outside, 
was then brought to a close. 

The architect, Mr. Warman, gave some interesting particulars con- 
cerning the construction of the building, the character of which will 
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be apparent from the accompanying picture. The extinction of the 
remaining deficit would greatly cheer the local friends, and leave them 
free to carry on the great work they have in hand. As a provocative 
to this a benevolent lady of title has offered £50 if four other friends 
will do the same, or if eight will give £25 each; and the last £50 is 
promised by Mr. Rawlings. Any gifts will be most acceptable, and 
may be sent through the office, Exeter Hall. 





A GRAND ENTERPRISE. 
Tue Stums oF Hoxton Market. 


Hoxton Market is a spot situated between the well-frequented 
Pitfield Street and the respectable Hoxton Square. The social con- 
dition of its people is described as “the worst in London,” and that 
is saying a great deal. Dirt, and filth, and squalor are everywhere; 
overcrowding to a degree—eight persons huddled in one small room— 
and disregard for morals ; ignorance of the veriest rudiments,—all these, 
and more, constitute it a real terra malum. 

Happily an ameliorative movement has been commenced. The Rev. 
C. Fleming Williams, when pastor of the New Tabernacle, a stone’s 
throw off, knew well and was appalled at the condition of the masses 
around the scene of his ministrations; and though it is a year since 
he left for Rectory Road, yet the memory of so much misery has 
haunted him still, and, amidst newly undertaken duties and respon- 
sibilities, he has found time and opportunity to establish in this very 
Hoxton Market an institute that, it is believed, will be the beginning 
of better days for the poor folks who there abound. 

A house has been taken right in the forlorn quadrangle, it has been 
repainted and repaired, and it shone quite a bright light in the worse 
than Cimmerian gloom on the Saturday night, when the ‘Christian 
Institute,” was duly opened for active operations. One main feature 
of these operations will be a regular course of mission services; but, as 
temporal matters in such a locality have to be attended to as well as 
spiritual, and, indeed, as an introduction of the people to better things, 
there are to be Night Schools for the men, a Gymnasium for the boys, 
Sewing Classes for the girls, a Band of Hope and Temperance Society, 
a Labour Agency for the benefit of those who are out of work, and “a 
Lavatory, where the dirty lads of. the locality may have a scour.” 
And such proceedings are to be brightened with gas, ani cheerful 

















“(GIVE YE THEM TO EAT.” 69 


fires, and games, and singing, and all that can make life much more 
than a humdrum of labour. 

The Rev. C. Fleming Williams was surrounded by a band of young 
men and women, his churchworkers from Rectory Road, and his suc- 
cessor at Old Street, the Rev. P. Husband Davies, was there, too, with 
his deacons, to offer willing co-operation in such a good work. Other 
friends were present, including Mr. J. W. Morgan, of the Hackney 
Band of Hope Union, Mr. James Branch, who is doing a useful 
work among the poor of Bethnal Green, Messrs. R. W. Crowther, 
Stanley Wheeler (hon. sec.), and R. J. Curtis (Ragged School Union). 
After a social cup of tea and an inspection of the premises, 

Mr. Witu1ams said: Let them think on what this movement meant. 
The people thereabouts were poor. Their poverty did not simply mean 
the want of food or clothing. They were poor in the elements that 
tended to make life tolerable. They had no solace to fall back upon 
in the day of pain and degradation. To talk to many of them of the 
better land would be simple nonsense; for they could not understand 
such a thing. We, on the contrary, had resources in our faith against 
all the disadvantages of our circumstances; of these, those poor crea- 
tures knew absolutely nothing. It was not of the slightest use to go 
to them and set before them an ideal life of the highest sentiments 
and aspirations, for they had not the faculty even of perception. The 
task now in hand was to create a capacity of this kind. 

The meeting was subsequently addressed by the above-named and 
other friends. 





“GIVE YE THEM TO EAT.” 


THEsE were the words of our Lord on a memorable occasion. And 
a similar imperative is the dictate of humanity, especially in the case 
of starving or half-starved children, for they are innocent of the causes 
which may have brought their parents into painful conditions. 

Mr. G. Sims, in his revelations touching the housing and general 
condition of the poor, and Mr. Mearns, in his “ Bitter Cry,” not to men- 
tion many others, have both done good service; further, the disclosures 
that were made during the inquiry as to the truth of the charge respect- 
ing over-pressure in Board Schools showed that it was not so much an 
over-taxed brain as an under-fed stomach that caused the mischief. 
All these considerations combined have caused the injunction, ‘‘ Give 
ye them to eat,” to sound with so much authority and emphasis in 
the public ear as to make resistance well-nigh impossible. 

G 
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It is quite refreshing to know that Ragged Schools have from the 
time of their establishment paid special consideration to the bodily 
needs of the little ones with whom they were in daily contact. And 
the reward they met with for their work of mercy was the cruel charge 
that they were pauperising the people. Happily a great change has 
come over the public mind, and many who were once apt to censure 
are now prompt to help, and are ready to admit that the dictum of 
hard and fast economics is here out of the question. 

A network of distributive agencies is now actively employed under 
the auspices of the old-established Children’s Dinner Society, the Con- 
gregational Union, and, lastly, the Poor Children’s Aid Society, which 
has been founded by A. 8. Krauss, commissioner of the Globe news- 
paper, whose articles last winter created so much interest, showing as 
they did the large area of starvation, a large portion of which was 
only partially touched by existing agencies. This society seeks to 
supply food and lend clothes to necessitous children, not only during 
the winter season, but to continue its work through the year, so as to 
fortify the little ones during their physical and mental struggles. 

We should not omit to notice that the Soup Kitchen and other forms 
of relief, the results of local effort, have done, and are doing, good 
service in many needy nooks. 

The following statement of the relief afforded by some of our schools 
is given by way of sample to show the beneficent activity pervading 
the Ragged School movement, not only in London, but in all the great 
centres of manufacturing and commercial activity. 

It is not easy to compute the meals given directly by the Parent 
Union, as subsidies have been given in some instances to kitchens, 
dinners, &c. However, in one soup kitchen alone some 10,000 
dinners were given wholly out of funds kindly contributed from Exeter 
Hall. In addition there were probably as many more meals provided 
for destitute men, women, and children directly from the same source. 
These, with large stores of clothing, give an inadequate idea of the 
part taken by the Unionin the warfare against misery and starvation, 
over and above the separate and beneficent action of the local schools, 
as by way of sample only is hereunder detailed. 

Abbey Street supplied 12,000 Free Breakfasts, and gave away also 
500 articles—boots, frocks, and underclothing. 

Copperfield Road provided 49,960 meals. These comprised Free 
Breakfasts and Dinners to children, to the aged and unemployed, 
to street boys, factory girls, thieves, blind and guides, and Mothers’ 
Meetings. 

East Greenwich supplied soup on three days, and coffee, rolls and 
jam on two days, thus providing a meal on five days weekly, on each 
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occasion to over 220 children, besides ministering to the needs of the 
parents. 

The Costers’ Mission provided 8,400 Irish Stew Soup Dinners, 
2,076 Ib. of bread, flour, and groceries, 120 lb. of tea, 1,834 garments 
sold at nominal prices, 750 Christmas and Robin Dinners, 600 Teas 
to children, Christmas Tree Festival, 760 Teas to adults, gifts in cash 
to many of the Lord’s poor and sick amounting to the sum of £45 10s. 

Field Lane supplies the following particulars of relief given in kind 
at that institution from the lst of January to the 31st of December, 
1866 :—Ragged Church, 1,718 loaves; Children, 395 ; Male Refuge, 
3,883; Servants’ Home, 1,578; Female Refuge, 2,912; Relief at 
Door, 243. Total.—10,729 quartern loaves. Oocoa, 1,548 gallons. 
Christmas Dinner to 562 families (averaging five persons) in their own 
homes, 2,810 persons. Christmas Dinner at the institution to 768 poor 
people on Christmas Day. Coal, Bread, and Soup tickets, 1,720. Soup 
distributed, 1,612 quarts. Free Teas, 937 persons. Children’s Summer 
Treat, 855. Broken Food: 29,701 portions given away during the 
year, each portion being sufficient (on the average) for a family of five 
persons. Relief given in special eeasons of distress to poor deserving 
families attending the meetings held in the institution, 300 times. 

The Flower Girls’ and Watercress Girls’ Mission supplied about 
30,000 Dinners to children, besides Breakfasts, Dinners, and Teas to 
adults, and gave away many articles of clothing. 

George Yard supplied 12,000 Soup Dinners and 13,000 Rations 
of Bread, 500 Breakfasts, 3,000 substantial Dinners to the weak and 
ailing, and 2,500 Teas, while 9,000 basins of soup and 4,000 cups of 
tea, &c., were sold at one halfpenny each. 

Hatfield Street provided 2,500 Dinners of Irish stew and bread for 
a charge of one halfpenny, and 1,000 gallons of soup were given 
away. 

Homerton distributed groceries, gifts of garments, andprizes of 
underclothing to poor mothers. 

The King Edward Street Schools supplied 5,900 hot, nourishing 
Free Dinners in the schools to the poorest children, 321 pairs of boots, 
and about 3,000 articles of clothing; and 1,057 children and aged 
people were supplied with a Christmas Dinner in their own homes, 
also with groceries, bread, and coals. We are happy to add that 
through the kindness of a few ladies 103 struggling widows with 
families, whose cases were well known to the officers and visitors of 
the schools, were each presented with half-a-crown in addition to the 
dinner: 1,147 quartern loaves, 936 orders for coals, 724 }-lb. packets 
of tea, 750]b. of sugar, and 1,247 1b. of meat. Besides which 
beef-tea, milk, and other nourishments were supplied to about 320 
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sick persons, and 2,780 Teas and 671 Robin Dinners to young people. 
Some men were employed to mend boots, and women to scrub the 
floors of the feeble. 

Kingsland, Tottenham Square, and Millwall (returns supplied for 
part of season) gave 3,000 Dinners to dock labourers, 2,000 Meals to 
children, besides 500 gallons of soup and 500 loaves of bread. 

Latymer Road supplied 600 Free Dinners and 1,500 Halfpenny 
Dinners weekly. An Invalids’ Dinner-table provided meals four times 
weekly for delicate children on doctor’s recommendation; besides 
which a Soup Kitchen was going four times weekly, and coals, bread, 
and groceries were supplied to the most destitute cases. 

Lambeth Ragged School supplied groceries, &c., to 50 families, 
Halfpenny Dinners to 4,800 children, Teas to 500 parents and 
to 950 children, and Christmas Dinners to 440. Sixty-five pairs of 
boots were given to poor boys, and a great many garments to poor 
children. 

Nichol Street gave a Tea and Entertainment to 1,675 children at a 
cost of about £42, Free Breakfasts were supplied for four months on four 
mornings a week to 180 children, at a cost of 16s. per morning. Twice 
weekly about 100 or more quarts of soup were distributed at a cost of 
£3 17s. 6d. per month, the recipients being supplied at about half 
the cost. 

Rosemary Hall gave 175 Meat Teas to adults, and 600 Teas 
to children; £62 14s. 11d. was spent in relieving the poor of the 
Gistrict by tickets for meat, grocery, coals, and bread; besides which 
clothing was given away to children and adults. 

Richmond Street provided 2,400 meals. 

St. Giles’s Christian Mission gave Christmas Dinners, at a cost of 
£95, to 1,500 persons; £50 was given away in small sums to special 
cases, and £150 was spent in providing 4,000 tickets giving the holder 
assistance in bread, meat, coals, or grocery. A Christmas Treat was 
given to 1,100 children, and a Robin Dinner to 3,000. 

Tredegar Road gave Breakfasts to 200, Meat Teas to 137, bread 
and potatoes to 160, Christmas Tea to 190 children, and the gift of 
some friends in money to the extent of £9 was spent in food and 
strong boots. 





SHAFTESBURY RAGGED SCHOOL, WILLIAM STREET, 
CHISWICK. 

Tue first anniversary was held a short time since. Mr. Tweddle 

presided. Mr. R. J. Smith read the report of the work done during 

the past twelve months, which comprised the following operations: 
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Sunday Morning Service; Afternoon School, the attendance at which 
has been most encouraging, there being 120 on the register; Band of 
Hope; Penny Savings Bank. The parents of the scholars have been 
gathered in to a Service on Sunday evenings, and several have joined 
the Mothers’ Meeting. A monthly Tea Meeting has been held with 
great success. In the summer a Treat was provided at Hampton Oourt 
by the Ragged School Union, and on Christmas Day the little ones 
partook of roast beef and plum-pudding. 

Addresses were given by Mr. G. D. Freeman, of Hammersmith, and 
Mr. J. Kirk, of the Ragged School Union, the latter earnestly com- 
mending the Bath Room scheme, to aid which several friends took 
collecting cards. Prizes were distributed to the successful scholars. 


A Bricar Ivza. 

In order to complete the additions above indicated £58 is 
needed to erect class-room, bath-room, copper, and w.c. It is thought 
a considerable sum might be realised by a ‘‘ Loan Exhibition,” to be 
opened three days in April. There will be an Art Gallery, and Stalls 
for the sale of articles sent for that purpose (flowers and refreshments 
will, be most acceptable). The loan of curiosities will be greatly 
appreciated. A prize will be given to the girl who exhibits the best 
dressed doll and the boy the best freehand drawing. 

When the proposed arrangements are carried out the school can be 
used daily as a ‘“‘Toy Room”’ for those children whose mothers are 
at work. Gifts or loans may be sent to the treasurer, Mr. J. R. 
Wooster, 4, Broadway, Chiswick; and to the evangelist, Mr. Robert 
T. Smith, 13, Barrowgate Road, Chiswick. 





OCEAN SPRAY. 

{In Human Life there are great events that are like big rolling waves, and there 
are little events or circumstances that are like ocean spray, some of which deserve 
chronicling, for they are among the weak things of the world that confound the 
mighty.] 

Pitwity suggestive is this cutting from the excellent serial 
Young England :— 

“ What is the best thing for keeping moth away from clothes ? 
Give them away to the poor.” 


Comment would spoil the neat compactness of the advice. 
* * * % * 


A suggestion, by no means new, but never out of season in its 
reiteration, comes from a good friend at East Grinstead. Knowing 
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jfrom experience the warmth and comfort to be had from paper 
sheets, he suggests that not only should this cheap source of 
warmth be constantly urged on the poor and scantily clothed, but 
that sheets might be provided as gifts from Ragged School 
workers. These could easily be made more durable, and more 
acceptable a gift to the poor, by being bound with strips of calico, 
pasted in strips to preserve the edges, and to prevent tearing. 
He thinks there may be those who would be willing to find such 
paper sheets, and who would bestow the desirable labour to make 
them lasting. The approach of summer need not invalidate the 
hint, which, if adopted, will give comfort and pleasure when 
forwarded to the office for discriminate distribution. 
* * * * * 

Luther was wont to say, that next to preaching of the Gospel, 
the highest function of the Church was the righteous distribution 
of needed things to the poor. 

« * * * * 
The lad with the five barley loaves 

Was not required to feed 
The thousands, of whose human wants 

The loving Lord took heed. — 


The lad was only ask’d to give 

The Jittle he possess’d ; 

The Lord took that, and by His might 

Accomplish’d all the rest. 
* * - * * 

Does Ragged School work pay? Note this! A veteran 
superintendent, who is enjoying a peaceful, well-earned rest in 
his declining days, some time since received a letter, respectfully 
requesting him to call at one of our monster hotels, to see one who 
greatly desired to look on his kindly face once more if possible. 
Much cogitation ensued as to the unremembered name and so forth, 
ending in the call, and the discovery of one of the Ragged School 
boys, who had been sent years before to a distant colony, and 
who, having prospered, had resolved to visit the old country and 
to find out old friends. It was not easy for the Superintendent to 
recognise his former protégé in the well-dressed, courteous, and 
hospitable gentleman before him. There was much to hear and to 
tell. Industry and Christian principles, taught in the old school, 
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had resulted in prosperity, but not in ingratitude. The inter- 
course was repeated, and thanks for past kindness assumed the 
form of a substantial cheque to frank over the water three 
promising boys from the old school, the former scholar under- 
taking to find employment for them on their arrival and to aid 
their advancement in every deserving way. Two of the lads 
went off last year from the Ogle Mews School, and the third, 
William Etchell, from the King Edward School, is now ploughing 
the ocean towards the same goal, through the grateful kindness of 
this wealthy colonial merchant and whilom Ragged School boy. 
* * * * * 


There are many warm hearts beating true to the old work all 
over the world, both from the ranks of teachers and scholars. Here 
writes one venerable friend from Antrim, New Hampshire, who was 
a faithful toiler in Spitalfields fifty years agone. After referring to 
his thirst for information anent old friends and old scenes, he says : 
“* Last October I was in Maine, at a place 175 miles from home, 
and on Sunday evening, by request, I gave an address on Mission 
Work in London, and of course Ragged Schools had a prominent 
place in my remarks.” 

* * * * * 

Yet another link with Australia. Mr. George Soltau sends thé 
first number of “The Pioneer,” giving a good portrait of himself, 
and recording, for the interest of Colonial friends, some of his 
experiences with the Lamb and Flag Ragged School. A descrip- 
tion is also given of the welcome to Mr. Soltau in his new position 
as superintendent of a Mission Church founded by the late Mr. 
Reid, and in which the prayerful good wishes of old friends here 
will attend him. 

* 


* * * * 

Mrs. Barker Harrison writes :—‘ Blind Bayliss had 107 poor 
men at his Bible Class last Sunday afternoon at the Institute, Old 
Pye Street. Their behaviour is perfect, and their singing wonder- 
ful. Bayliss says when he hears them he is ready to cry! We 
do thank God and take 5 commnge os 


* * * 
We gladly pass on the following ioe the Sunday School 
Union :— The Victoria Reading Circle, which has its centre at 


56, Old Bailey, is inaugurated in the Jubilee year of the great and 
good Queen whose name it bears. It is designed to unite in a great 
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concerted movement for self-culture, all intelligent young people 
whose day-school education is ended ; in securing, at home, some 
of the advantages of a college, so far as reading and study are 
concerned.” We cordially wish this healthfully stimulating 
scheme all the success it deserves. 

. * * * * 

It must be cheering to many others besides the accomplished 
author, Mr. Edwin Hodder, and the eminent firm of publishers, 
Messrs. Cassell and Co., to find that the “‘ Life of Lord Shaftesbury ” 
has met with a good reception, and is rekindling interest in his 
noble life, his unctuous words, and his benevolent works. En- 
couraging notes to the right hand and to the left indicate, as the 
straws in the stream, the drift of feeling. A worthy baronet and 
Member of Parliament recently wrote thus : (‘I must say ‘ Yes’ to 
your request, busy as I am. I have just been reading Lord 
Shaftesbury’s Life, and it makes me feel that I must do what I 
can to help forward the work he loved so well.” Two Quaker 
brothers are equally practical. Say they: “ We are reading 
Lord Shaftesbury’s Life, and out of gratitude we send you a cheque 
for £25.” Perhaps some of our readers feel likeminded, and are 
only awaiting a hint and an opportunity to give tangible expres- 
- sion to it. We rejoice to hear that another, and the fifth, edition 
is in preparation, and that an illustrated cheap edition will be 
issued presently. 

* * * . * 

“It says much for the Ragged School movement that it is able to 
secure the enthusiastic help of such men. I scarcely know another 
cause that would doit.” Such wasa remark made ata large gather- 
ing of over 300 Ragged School friends at a Saturday evening 
soirée recently. The chair was occupied by a busy and benevolent 
merchant, a near relative of one of the best known ministers in the 
East End of London. The secretary, whose business relations in 
the City would be a good excuse for doing nothing, said he felt he 
did not begin to live in a good sense until he began at the Ragged 
School. Wise words came from the superintendent, who is known 
in literary circles as the editor of a scientific journal. A solicitor, 
a tradesman, a publisher of eminence, and others too varied and 
numerous to specify, were thus drawn together, and found heartily 
uniting in Ragged School work under the wing of the largest 


church in the metropolis. 
* * * * * 
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In contrast with the foregoing, and yet shedding a light upon 
its lesson, is this excerpt from a recent letter written by the 
daughter of a Doctor of Divinity, somewhat recently deceased, to 
the regret of all who knew his amiable and useful qualities as 
the secretary of one of our largest religious societies :— 


‘*To my great regret we have had to close our school for the present. 
We found the work, though most interesting, so difficult and trying, 
amongst the very low class of girls we had managed to get, that the friends 
of several of the young ladies who helped last year refused to let them 
come any more, and the most active one of all has completely broken down 
in health; so that for this winter we had no choice but to give up the work 
altogether. 

‘We still see a good many of our former scholars, and hear of their 
movements, so that we hope we may be able to open the school again 
some time, as there would be no difficulty in getting the girls together 
again. The only difficulty is the impossibility of getting workers.” 

* . * * * 
Come labour on : 
Who dares stand idle on the harvest plain, 
While all around him waves the golden grain, 
And every servant hears the Master say, 


“ Go, work to-day !” 


Come labour on: 
The labourers are few, the field is wide: 
New stations must be filled, and blanks supplied : 
From voices distant far, or near at home, 
The call is, ‘‘ Come!”’ 
Roamus. 





GEORGE YARD RAGGED SCHOOLS AND MISSION, 
HIGH STREET, WHITECHAPEL, E. 


EXTENSION OF THE PREMISES. 


For a long time this great and varied work has been conducted 
with much inconvenience owing to want of space and proper accom- 
modation. To meet this want new buildings have been erected in 
Angel Alley, on the site recently covered by dwellings which had 
been condemned as unfit for human habitation. 

The building, of which the woodcut is a representation, includes 
the basement and three large floors. Over the door, as you enter, 
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cut out in stone, the words may be read, ‘‘ When I see the blood I will 
pass over you.” 

The basement will be used for the extension of the Boys’ Industrial 
Classes, and it is so arranged that other classes and meetings can be 
held. 

The first storey will be used for the future accommodation of the 








ivgids 
i dia Gee 

. eee | » 
TRIBE: me tit LLL LL rn 


\ SUPT attri RSE R Ya 
PDIMISSION. INF ANT SCHOOL AND NURSERY. _ 
iu F 


lll : ult 
| T } i i" 


0 SACLE ATLAS COMMU MAL ETA MLA CATT ATA CLL unm 


tt 





children of the Day and Sunday Infant Schools. On the week 
evenings Adult Clubs and Benefit Societies will be held. The old 
infant schoolroom will be utilised for class purposes. The second 
storey will be used by boys and lads for purposes of recreation, and 
for Bible Classes, Lectures, &c. The Ambulance Class for elder girls 
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and young women will take up its quarters here. The platform 
fretwork and desk in this room have been executed by the members 
of the Carpenters’ Class. The third storey consists of three rooms, 
which will be used for the Nursery, Nurses’ Room, and Bath Room. 
The roof, in summer time, will be a prettily arranged baby’s 
encampment. Lavatories are provided on each floor. The second 
building, which is not seen in the woodcut, will be called ‘‘ Shaftes- 
bury House.” The basement will be a large kitchen, in which the 
elder girls will receive lessons in cookery. Of an evening the kitchen 
will be used as a Refreshment Room for the lads, where tea and 
coffee will be provided. One large room will be a Lads’ and Young 
Men’s Reading Room and Library. Daily and weekly newspapers 
lie on the tables, so that the members seeking employment may avail 
themselves of the advertising columns. A register will be kept of 
the unemployed, and also one of employers requiring hands. Last 
year, in connection with this Mission, there were about 2,300 gather- 
ings of men, women and children. Prayer is asked that the Lord 
may bless this new effort, that souls may be saved and God glorified. 


ROYAL RECOGNITION. 


Tse Queen has not only graciously honoured the Ragged School 
Union by becoming its Patron, but her Majesty has, as Colonel 
Ponsonby’s letter shows, further favoured the Society and its 
affiliated schools by attaching her name for this year to the Scholars’ 
Prize Cards, which will be presented at the usual annual gathering 
on May 9th. 

And it is our happiness further to state that Mr. George Holland 
recently received from the Queen a framed portrait of her Majesty, 
duly autographed. The gift was presented by her Royal Highness 
the Duchess of Teck at Buckingham Palace, where Mr. Holland had 
been invited to receive it. He regards this, not only as a recognition 
of his work, but of the work in general, and of the noble band of 
workers also. 
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OUR LATE PRESIDENT AND RAGGED SCHOOLS.* 
By G. Hotpen PIKe. 


(Continued from January Number, page 9.) 


Tue First MretTinG of THE UNION. 


‘On the 26th April, forty superintendents and teachers responded to the 
invitation, and met at the St. Giles’s Ragged School, held in the loft of 
a cow-shed in Streatham Street, Bloomsbury—a neighbourhood known as 
the rookery of St. Giles’s, notorious for its filth and fever, its riots and 
immoral revels, its rickety and dirty dwellings, and its teeming population 
of the lowest of the low. Here this little band of Christian workers formed 
themselves into a central committee, and on the 5th of July they decided 
that this association of teachers should be called the Ragged School 
Union.” 


When asked to become President, Lord Ashley responded in 
the kindest manner, writing to Mr. Locke, ‘“‘ We may, I think, 
do much for these poor children. God be with us!” The heir 
of the House of Shaftesbury became President, William Locke 
was hon. secretary, J. G. Gent was secretary. “These are not 
very common names,” remarks Mr. Hodder, “and yet we find 
them standing in similar relative positions 200 years ago.” That 
is to say, when the first Earl obtained, with some others, a grant 
of territory in South Carolina, assistance was rendered to him by 
“the illustrious Locke,” while “ the services of a Mr. T. A. Gent 
were secured.” This is a singular coincidence. ‘‘ Such were the 
labours of Shaftesbury, Locke, and Gent 200 years ago,” adds 
Mr. Hodder ; “and in another sense, such were the labours of 
Shaftesbury, Locke, and Gent in recent times; but the labours 
of the latter trio have been to reclaim the moral wilderness, to 
purify and cultivate the moral wastes, and to set up spiritual 
fortresses that will be unassailable by the great enemy.” 

Under the leadership of Lord Ashley the work extended to all 
quarters of London, and to some shrewd observers it seemed as 
though the pioneers were only just in time to grapple with an 
evil which threatened to grow until it actually undermined the 
foundations of the Commonwealth itself. “It haunts me, I may 
almost say night and day,” the late Dr. Arnold is quoted as 
saying. “It fills me with astonishment to see anti-slavery and 
missionary societies so busy with the ends of the earth, and yet 


* The Life and Work of the Seventh Earl of Shaftesbury. By Edwin Hodder. 
With Portraits. Cassell and Company. Three vols., 8vo, Price 36s. 
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all the worst evils of slavery and of heathenism are existing 
among ourselves.” He might well speak of a “ perfect riddle,” 
although he did not perceive all at once how truly Lord Ashley 
and those associated with him had found the answer. If ever 
there was a work in which all sections of Christians should unite 
to repel the common enemy, it is surely that of Ragged Schools ; 
but the father of the late Dean of Westminster, Dr. Stanley, was 
then “the only Bishop who was ever seen on Ragged School 
platforms. All the others were, at that time, fearful of meeting 
Nonconformists.” Except it may still linger among the more 
extreme sacerdotalists, that feeling, more worthy of paganism 
than of the Gospel, has died out, and in time it will disappear 
altogether. 
The following from his journal gives a pleasant picture of 


Lorp AsHLEY AT THE ScHOOLs: 


“Nov. 27th, 1847.—Last night Broadwall Infant Ragged School; very 
humble, but very useful; well received. . . Many Dissenters, but it is high 
time to be thinking where we agree, not where we differ. Tens of thou- 
sands of untaught heathens in the heart of a Christian metropolis cry aloud 
to God for vengeance. 

‘*Dec, 11th.—Just come from a tea-meeting in Jurston Street Sunday 
School, given to the ragged, half-starved, neglected children of the locality. 
A sight to thank God for; a sight to pray Him to perpetuate and extend! 

‘**T conceive I am acting in the spirit of the Bible and the spirit of the 
Church of England. I conceive that I am proving myself a true son of the 
Church in which I was baptized, and in which, by God’s blessing, I will 
die. I am violating none of her laws, precepts, principles, or prayers; 
none. But, if the conduct I pursue be at variance with the doctrines and 
requirements of the Established Church, I shall prefer to renounce com- 
munion with the Church to abandoning those wretched infants of oppres- 
sion, infidelity, and crime. 

‘‘March 19th, 1846.—Last night to party at Jurston Street Ragged 
School ; in the chair. A wondrous company on the platform ; these things 
are now becoming ‘fashionable.’ Humanity will soon be considered 
‘elegant,’ ‘ genteel,’ &c., &c. Bishop of Norwich came; a kind-hearted 
man, who goes, as he says, wherever he sees my name. Strange as it was 
to see a Bishop in the middle of a Dissenting school, surrounded by 
Dissenters and supporting their efforts, yet it was well and usefully done.” 


Neither in those days nor during the forty years which followed 
was the office of President of the Ragged School Union in any 
sense a sinecure ; for not only did our late friend preside at the 
great annual gatherings in Exeter Hall, he visited the schools, as 
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notified in the extracts we have given on hundreds of occasions, 
when he would frequently be accompanied by Judge Joseph Payne, 
whose tail-piece was of course the indispensable complement of the 
proceedings. In no sense is there a tinge of exaggeration in what 
Mr. Hodder says about Lord Shaftesbury’s attitude towards this 
great movement : “ For many years the ragged children of London 
were rarely out of his thoughts, waking or sleeping; he visited 
them in their wretched homes, he saw them at their daily work, 
he sat beside them in their schools, he let them come to his house 
to tell him their troubles; he pleaded for them in religious and 
political assemblies ; he carried their cause into the House of Com- 
mons and into the House of Lords; he interested the whole 
country in their welfare, and ... he achieved wonderful results in 
their behalf.” 

At this time Lord Ashley was sitting in Parliament as a Pro- 
tectionist ; but in 1846 his opinions in respect to the Corn Laws 
underwent a change, and in consequence he resigned his seat 
and found himself possessed of the leisure he had long desired, 
which would enable him to visit the slums of London for himself. 
It is well known that the explorer stated the results of his in- 
quiries in an article in the Quarterly Review, which by giving the 
town something that was then new to talk about, produced a 
profound impression, and did much towards advancing the common 
cause. We will not quote the descriptions of squalid London, 
as he then found it, with which Lord Ashley startled the genteel 
world, but even after forty years some sympathy will be awakened 
by what he said about 


Tue TRIALS OF THE PIONEER TEACHERS. 

‘* Ladies and gentlemen who walk in purple and fine linen and fare 
sumptuously every day can form no adequate idea of the pain and the toil 
which the founders and conductors of these schools have joyfully sustained 
in their simple and fervent piety. Surrendering nearly the whole of the 
Sabbath, their only day of rest, and often, after many hours of toil, giving, 
besides, an evening in the week, they have plunged into the foulest locali- 
ties, fetid apartments, and harassing duties. We have heard of schoolrooms 
so closely packed that three lads have sat in the fireplace, one on each hob 
and the third in the grate with his head up the chimney; and frequent are 
the occasions on which the female teachers have returned to their homes 
covered with the vermin of their tattered pupils. All this they have done, 
and still do, in the genuine spirit of Christian charity, without the hope of 
recompense, of money, or of fame. It staggers at first our belief, but 
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nevertheless it is true ; and many a Sunday School teacher, thus poor and 
zealous, will rise up in judgment with lazy ecclesiastics, boisterous sectarians, 
and self-seeking statesmen.” 


His diaries show how at all times, and amid various surround- 
ings, his thoughts were occupied with this subject. We also see 
how persistently trials and obstacles checked the progress of the 
cause ; the necessary funds, especially, having been obtained with 
great difficulty. Take, for example, what was written in 1846 
concerning 


Monty Wastep—Money WantTED. 

‘* April 28th.—St. Giles’s. This is my birthday ; I am this day forty-five 
years old.. Praised be the Lord that hath fed me all my life long until this 
day. . . Starting for London, though day be tempting here, to take chair 
at Ragged School as a sort of thankful offering and appropriate duty. 

“May 29th.—Dined yesterday with . . Tne courtesies of life and ancient 
friendship demanded it. A splendid display of luxury and grandeur, yet 
unsatisfactory. The contrast so great to the places where I have passed so 
many hours lately that I felt almost uneasy. The few pounds, too, that I 
want, and shall not obtain, for the establishment of Ragged Schools, seemed 
wasted in every dish. All this is very well, according to their wealth and 
station, now and then; but the crumbs which fall from their table are in 
scanty proportion to the number and abundance of their feas‘s. 

** June 8th.— Went to Lambeth on Ragged School business; called ona 
poor Irishwoman whose husband had just committed suicide; bought, alas! 
a ‘pledge medal’ from the widow of a man who had hung himself in a fit of 
intoxication. Took a short walk afterwards in park with my sweet Mary 
and the baby; dear Evelyn accompanied me. May God be praised. Oh, 
if some Dives would give me two or three hundred pounds, the price of a 
picture or a horse, I could set up schools to educate six hundred wretched 
children. 

‘June 12th.—I am now begging for four objects—circulars out upon 
each. God give me, first wisdom and then success! Busy in founding a 
Ragged School; peculiar evils require peculiar remedies. The natural his- 
tory of these singular children cannot be read in any page of the natural 
history of man; they are things sui generis, nondescripts, unknown or 
uncared for, yet sharp enough for any mischief, and in numbers enough to 
cause any danger. God has made them immortal beings, and no system 
will receive His blessing that does not recognise their equality with our- 
selves. Alas! alas! I can set up a school which shall give education every 
evening to 280 children for £58 a year—hardly more than it takes to prose- 


9% 


cute one criminal—and yet I can barely collect the sum ! 


(To be continued.) 
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LORD ABERDEEN AND INDIAN MISSIONS. 


From the Christian Leader we copy a notice of a visit paid by the 
Ear! and Countess of Aberdeen, in company with the Earl of Bucking- 
hamshire and Captain Sinclair, to Benares, in February. The 
classes in connection with the London College Mission received 
gracious attention from Lady Aberdeen, and the Weekly Bible 
Meeting, in which the missionaries of the various societies unite, 
was addressed by Lord Aberdeen, who took occasion to express his 
delight at so much Christian union and brotherhood. 

In Calcutta, at the distribution of prizes to the Orphanage and other 
schools in connection with the Free Church’s Mission, his lordship 
remarked on the immense progress of English education in India, and 
said that we must look to the young for any large revolution in the 
religious thought of the people. The vivacity and intelligence of the 
girls and their excellent singing gave much pleasure, and led to the 
appreciative remark that the example of these Indian girls would be 
quoted as a stimulus to the girls of Scotland. Lady Aberdeen also 
presented the prizes. 





SOMERS TOWN BLIND AID SOCIETY. 


Tu1s Society—of which the Rev. Oswald Dykes, D.D., is the 
President, the treasurer a gentleman well known to the readers 
of this magazine, Mr. S. R. Starey, one of the founders of the 
Ragged School Union and the “ godfather” of Ragged Schools, and 
Mrs. Starey the honorary secretary—which has been doing a noble 
work for the past seventy years, entertained some 400 persons, con- 
sisting of the blind and their guides, in the festive season of the 
year, at the usual weekly place of meeting—the Aldenham Board 
Schools, Hampden street, Ossulton Street, Euston Road. A bountiful 
tea was provided, after which came the feast of reason and the flow of 
soul in the shape of recitations and singing. These performances 
were executed in a masterly style, and gave great delight to those 
whose inner eye sees brighter because the outer one is darkened. 
To watch the interest they all displayed was quite a treat. They were 
keen to discern a point; not a feature of pathos or of humour 
escaped them, and their loud and resonant laughter did one 
good to hear. ‘The chair was occupied by Mr. Lindsay Bennet, 
well known as a friend of the blind, who gave a short address, 
after which Miss Hepburn and other ladies regaled the audience 
with sweet sounds. A carol, written expressly for the occasion by 
a blind gentleman of Scotland, and read by Mr. Starey, was received 
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with great applause. At the close of the meeting each blind person 
received half a pound of tea and a pound of sugar, and their guides 
also came in for a share of the good things. The address-of the 
honorary secretary is 53, Hilldrop Road, Camden Road, N. 


FACTORY GIRLS. 


In November last a work was commenced among the match factory 
girls of Bow Common by the North-East London Gospel Mission, 
which has proved most successful in attracting and holding a large 
number, whose good has been sought in a number of ways. 

It was found that a large number—the exceptions were very rare 
—were most insufficiently clothed, notwithstanding our inquiries 
were made in the depth of winter. To meet the immediate wants, 
the friends purchased a large quantity of flannel and other material, 
which was sold to them at about half cost-price, Sewing Classes being 
formed by the lady helpers, and the girls are taught how to make their 
own garments. Over 200 factory girls are now using the institution. 

One of the most interesting features of the work is the monthly tea, 
on'which occasion 150 are present. The cost of the last tea was 
borne by the Committee of the Ragged School Union, and, as. usual, 
was heartily appreciated. The meeting that followed was held in the 
mission-room on the next floor. Mr. Chorley, the principal evangelist, 
engaged in prayer, after which a lady sang a sweet hymn to them as 
a solo, followed by a loving address by Mrs. Maynard, of Wimbledon. 
The other speakers were Miss Messer, Mrs. Glockling, and Mr. R. J. 
Curtis, of the Ragged School Union. More singing followed by other 
friends upon the platform. 

The interest of the meeting was enhanced by the presence of five of 
these factory lasses whom Mr. Chorley had taken in hand to train and 
fit out for domestic service. If the public support him he intends to 
continue and extend this useful work. 


Bercer Hatt, Bromiry-by-Bow. 

In this spacious and well-appointed hall, on two evenings weekly, 
under the superintendence of Miss Guinness, of Harley House, Bow, 
assisted by a capable staff of ladies, a large number of factory 
girls are gathered for purposes of secular and religious instruction. 
They can come straight from their work, for a lavatory is at their 
service, and a substantial tea is provided at the cost ofa peany. It 
is most interesting to note the friendly sympathy that is accorded to 
these rough girls, and how their hearts respond to it, for a touch of 
nature makes the whole world kin. 

H 
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An Act or Hexolsm. 

In order to learn more intimately the condition of Factory girls, 
Miss Guinness went in the guise of a poor girl’and obtained employment 
in a factory in the East End, and resided in its neighbourhood. She 
continued one week working ten hours daily, earning as a new and 
inexperienced hand a little over two shillings. So much was seen and 
heard indicative of their moral and spiritual condition as to nerve her 
to a great resolve, God helping her, to do something for their benefit. 
Hence this work at Berger Hall, which may God speed ! 





RAGGED SCHOOLS AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSON SYSTEM. 


[Tue following report from the Sunday School Chronicle of a con- 
ference held on Feb. 10th we commend to the consideration of Ragged 
School teachers.—Ep. | 

On Thursday evening about sixty representatives from the Metro- 
politan Ragged Schools took tea at the invitation of the Committee of 
the Sunday School Union, 56, Old Bailey. Among those present were 
the Secretary and officers of the Ragged School Union. 

After tea, Mr. H. R. Wittrams (Chairman of Committee of the 
Ragged School Union) presided over the conference, the subject being 
“The Desirability of Introducing the International Lesson System 
into Ragged Schools.”” Mr. Williams said he ought to say it perhaps 
with shame, but that was the first time he had been at the Sunday 
School Union. He had looked at the library and other parts of the 
building, and he felt thankful that there was such an iustitution. He 
remembered what London was forty years ago, and he thought Ragged 
Schools and Sunday Schools had done much to make it what it was 
to-day. These associations must have an enormous influence for good 
throughout the country. With reference to the International Lesson 
system, he was not sure whether they could be applied to the Ragged 
Schools of the metropolis; they had met to discuss the question, and 
he had no doubt they would be told how such an arrangement could 
be brought about. 

Mr. F. J. Hartiey (Hon. Sec. Sunday School Union), on behalf of 
the Sunday School Union Committee, gave the Ragged School super- 
intendents, teachers, and workers a cordial welcome to that place. He 
was exceedingly glad to extend this welcome. The two institutions 
had been going on parallel lines, each doing its own work in its own 
way for many years. It was said that parallel lines never met, but he 
was pleased to see that they had met that night, and he hoped they 

















RAGGED SCHOOLS AND INTERNATIONAL LESSON SYSTEM. 87 


would often meet again, for there were several very practical subjects 
they, as Sunday and Ragged Schcol teachers, were mutually in erested 
in. With regard to the lesson system, the Sunday School Union had 
for more than fifty years regularly prepared and published lessons and 
notes for teachers. Some few years ago the Rev. Dr. Vincent, of 
America, was in England, and was so pleased with the idea of these 
uniform lessons, that he carried them to America. After a little while 
Mr. Jacobs, of America, asked: Why not make these lessons Inter- 
national, and have them taught all over the world? He was carried 
away by his enthusiasm, and did not stop till his dream was realised. 
For the past fourteen years the International Lesson system had been 
in vogue, and there was besides the practical good, something more 
than mere sentiment, in the fact that of the fifteen or sixteen millions 
of Sunday School children throughout the world, some eight or ten 
millions were being taught the same lesson from the same book and 
chapter. The Sunday School Union Committee, thinking tiat the 
Ragged School teachers would like to join in the new seven years’ 
course, had called them together to talk over the matter. 

Mr. Bensamin CiarkE then gave an address, in which he said: It 
was somewhat singular that the two societies as such had never 
met before. They were serving the same Master, using the same 
text-book, engaged in the same work, and often teaching the same 
children, and yet they had never met to compare notes. Having 
sketched the Sunday School teacher and the Ragged School teacher 
at work five-and-twenty years ago, he said the latter, surrounded by 
dirty, undisciplined, restless scholars, had taught little else than 
narrative lessons, and in many classes there had been little or no 
teaching but the lesson of human sympathy and interest. ‘'eachers 
had tried to say a word or two applicable to their scholars’ lives, but 
as to systematic teaching there had been very little, and as to the 
one lesson for all in the school there had been nothing of the kind. 
In the past, generally speaking, the Sunday School teacher had been 
a teacher, but the Ragged School teacher had been more of «. pastor. 
Now, thanks to Board Schools, the raw material improved, the Ragged 
School must give more attention to teaching. Reviewing the history 
-of the uniform system of lessons issued by the Sunday School Union, 
che said it had the following advantages :— 


1. It promotes community of thought and feeling. Teachers come 
together fired with one impulse, filled with one idea: there is 
concentration of heart and mind. 

2. It gives unity to the public services of the school, hymns, 

prayers, and addresses. 
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3. It enables the address to supplement and force home the lesson, 

rather than be a distracting and dissipating force. 

4. It furnishes a common topic of interest, and supplies a common 
eentre for devotion in the home. George in the senior class, 
James in the Bible-class, Mary in the junior class, and Annie 
in the infants’, are all thinking about the same lesson, they 
compare notes, and repeat illustrations or incidents narrated, 
which have an interest for all. 

. It makes possible and easy an associated preparation of lessons, 
either among teachers of one school or several. 

. It puts the pastor en rapport with the thought and feeling of his. 
teachers, and enables him, if he be so inclined, and an 
increasing number are, to help them either in the preparation 
class, the week-night service, or the pulpit. 


ou 


oO 


The uniform system had been merged in the larger system known 
as the International Lessons. Its growth had been marvellous in 
America, where each church had its special lesson-helps, written by 
the best men and published in the magazines of each denomination, 
and where the weekly secular press had thought it of sufficient 
importance to printlesson-helps also. In England it had given an 
immense impulse to Bible study; employing the best intelligence of 
the churches to show the teachers what and how to teach the 
Scriptures. The International system had made it possible for 
publishers of undenominational literature to produce works which no. 
one denomination would have been able to have done. Exhibiting 
the large American coloured prints of the present quarter’s lessuns, 
Mr. Clarke said the Sunday School Union could not produce them at 
the price, for they could not get large enough sale for them; but im 
America, where the churches spend more freely on the schools, it 
could be done, and they in England reaped the benefit. The Inter- 
national system could claim all the advantages of the uniform system 
and more. It brought into communication the various countries, and 
out of the idea of community of Bible teaching on Sunday had come- 
that of Bible reading on the week day—the International Bible 
Reading Association now numbering 135,000 members in England 
and the colonies. It fosters Bible reading in the home. ‘The Old 
Testament had became a grander book to many teachers since the 
International Lesson system had been in vogue. They were just 
beginning the third seven years’ course, and now would be a good 
time for Ragged School teachers to fall into line. He thought they 
could not get any harm by uniting; they might get much good. The 
Ragged School Union might be glad to get lesson-help specially 
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prepared, and some friend might be willing to undertake teachers’ 
preparation classes. 

Mr. J. Krtrx (Secretary Ragged School Union) opened the dis- 
cussion. He said he had thought for a long time about the subject 
before the conference. The Ragged School teachers wanted to do 
their work well, and if they were not working on the right lines it 
was not because they had no desire to be. He was of opinion that 
before system they wanted heart-contact. Given that, then if they 
worked by method and system, they would, no doubt, send their 
scholars out in life with some knowledge of the whole of God’s Book. 
His uwn feelings were strongly in favour of the International Lesson 
system, although he did not think it could be adopted in its entirety 
in all the schools, for the leader in a Ragged School often had forty 
or fifty lads to teach, and they were not always the same boys. 

Mr. Harris (Shadwell), as a superintendent of twenty-five years’ 
standing, was glad of the International Lesson system, for before its 
introduction into his school the teaching was like turning a barrel- 
organ, the same lessons being taught over and over again. Fora 
considerable time he was perplexed how to act in getting a better 
system of teaching introduced to his teachers. At last he called them 
together, and explained the International Lesson course, and asked 
them to adopt it. With one or two exceptions, it was agreed to do so, 
and he continued up to the present time to supply his teachers with 
copies of the Notes on the Lessons, and out of forty-two teachers he 
did uot now know of one who took any other lesson. He found the 
following great advantages, as a superintendent and speaker :-——-When 
he opened the school he could say a few words about the subject to be 
studied; by distributing the quarterly text-books to scholars the 
lessons could be read at home; then for two years he had met his 
teachers for the purpose of studying together the lessons; at his 
Mothers’ Meetings he took up the lesson subjects, and told the 125 
mothers that they were the topics for the Sunday lessons, and asked 
them to help the teachers by seeing that their children repeated to 
them the Golden Texts; thus the whole family were mutually edified 
and helped. He strongly advised the adoption of the system. 

Mr. Morcan (Homerton) thought, valuable as the lesson system 
might be for respectable schools, he feared that they could not be 
successfully introduced in schools composed of gutter children. A 
strong mind, a warm heart, a clear head, and a strong stomach were 
the essential qualifications of a Ragged School teacher, and these 
came before method. 

Mr. Menzies (Bermondsey) thought there might be too much 
method in teaching. It was, to his mind, impossible to make hard- 
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and-fast lines for the Ragged School, where preaching was more 
likely to bring teacher and scholar into contact with each other. 
The International system was, no doubt, exceedingly valuable where 
the teacher always had the same children, but Ragged School children 
were of a migratory character. 

Mr. Drstey (St. Giles’s Christian Mission) followed the International 
course of lessons, and liked them exceedingly well. 

Mr. Corsrorp (Dove Row) was of opinion that the large coloured 
prints exhibited by Mr. Clarke were the very things wanted in Ragged 
Schools. By adopting the International Lesson system they would 
render help and get help afforded them. 

Mr. Jonzs (King’s Cross) was in the habit of visiting and addressing 
five Ragged Schools, and he found they were all actually teaching the 
International Lessons. He found the small Pictorial Lesson Papers 
issued by the Sunday School Union very helpful. 

Mr. Curtis (Ragged School Union), while admitting that it was 
very important that the scholars’ minds should be brought into con- 
nection with the whole of the Scriptures, was still of opinion that, 
considering the nature of a Ragged School, the teacher would do more 
good by addressing the heart rather than the head. 

Mr. BixynerHassett (Ogle Mews), after thirty years’ experience, 
said it was impossible to put the Bible into the hands of Ragged 
School boys and girls to teach a set course of lessons; what they 
wanted was the Bible pictures shown them that night. If these 
pictures were held before the children, and teachers spoke on the 
topics they illustrated, he was sure a mental impression would be left 
which, with the blessing of God, would never be effaced. Union was 
strength, and Ragged Schools needed all the helps and the advantages 
afforded by the International Lesson system. 

Professor Lzonz Levi said the Ragged Schoo! Union were much 
gratified to receive the invitation of the Sunday School Union to meet 
together and discuss the question before the conference. He could 
not say anything pro or con the paper, as he arrived too late to hear 
it read, but generally speaking he was not in favour of much 
uniformity of this kind. The circumstances under which the Ragged 
School teacher met his class, and the atmosphere around him, made it 
impossible to hamper him with set subjects. He mast be left free 
to say what he thinks most suitable to the young people he may meet 
each week. 

Mr. B. Crarxg, in his reply, said he considered a teacher should 
have method. The best teachers were those who used most helps. 
Busy teachers could not be helped too much, and therefore the Ragged 
School teacher, with the lesson and other helps, could not be at a 
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disadvantage in adopting the course. The International topic could 
be made as interesting as any other. Teachers were no worse off by 
having lessons prepared for them. 

After a few further remarks from Messsrs. Hartley, Curtis, Ashby, 
and Williams, votes of thanks were passed to the chairman and to 


Mr. Clarke. 
On leaving, the friends were presented with a packet containing all 


the Lesson Helps published by the Union. On receipt of name and 
address a packet will also be sent, post-free, to any superintendent of 
Ragged School not able to be present. 





ARE THERE LAMBS IN THE FOLD OF CHRIST? 


Tue Rev. R. Tuck, in an article in the Congregational Magazine some 
time since, gave it as his deliberate opinion that some doubts on this 
matter caused many nonconformist and other churches to assume an 
attitude of coldness towards efforts for the spiritual welfare of the 
young. In this matter he says, ‘‘The church is sadly to blame. It 
did not begin Sunday Schools. For long years it left their initiation 
for the most part. to private enterprise. How this came about is too 
historical and too elaborate an inquiry for us to follow through to-day ; 
but I may say that I regard it as one of the necessary consequences 
of that sterner aspect of Calvinism which prevailed in our father’s 
time. I may illustrate what I mean by a fact of my own experience. 
In one of my churches I had a good man, whom I loved much and 
love still for his Christian worth and kindly disposition, who used te 
say, ‘I shall not strive for my children’s salvation; the Lord will 
bring them in His own good time.’ Now, if there are only a few who 
speak out like that, I fear there have been, and still are, very many 
who feel like it, and that explains to me why, in past times, Christian 
churches have failed to reach the young. If any further explanation 
seems to be needed, I should find it in the fact that the possibility of 
a personal Christian life in a little child is as truly the discovery of 
our age as is the electric light. The church never before seens to 
have caught the idea. The only approach to it was a curious notion 
that God converted young children if He meant them to die; bus our 
fathers scarcely had the idea of a regenerate child who was going to 
live. That is a sublimer modern discovery than the telephone; it is 
the gracious revelation of God to our age. I remember with the 
utmost distinctness the impression that rested upon my childhood and 
boybood. I might be a good boy, but a Christian! No, I could not 
be a real Christian until I was at least fourteen er fifteen years old. 
‘Lovers of the children gloriously conquered the doctrine-trammelled 
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church; and they gathered together the little ones — outside the 
churches, indeed, but at Jesus’ feet—believing that they might see 
His smile resting on them, and feel the touch of His accepting 
hand; and, I say, all honour to the good men and women who have 
thus been owned of God to teach His church a ‘ more excellent way.’ ” 





REAPING. 


[Those who go forth weeping, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again 
rejoicing, bringing their sheaves with them. ] 

Mr. Scarre, the superintendent of the Paddington Shoeblack 
Brigade, writes respecting a lad named William Jackman, who, 
with three ‘others, was sent out to America four years ago. After 
arriving there he wrote home for a Bible, as the one given him on 
leaving the Brigade had been lost, after which no tidings were 
heard of him till recently. He writes from 340, Huron and Morris 
Street, Toronto, Canada. He states that he has given up farming, 
and is now in the City of Toronto, at a groceries, in the employ of a 
good master, who promises, if steady and industrious for a few 
years, to place him in a business of his own. After inquiring very 
kindly and sending pleasant messages to his friends and mates, he 
relates that he attends Sunday School (a man of oe -three), and 
has a lady for a teacher. 





Mrs. Grocxiiy, who has for some years conducted a Bible Class in 
connection with the schools of Mr. Chorley’s Mission, Tottenham 
Square, Kingsland, and whose labours have been greatly blessed, in a 
letter dated March 2nd says:—‘‘I am able to tell you that several 
who have gone from the Bible Class to be teachers, are leading 
bright and consistent lives, and are deeply anxious about those who 
are still unsaved. I have shed tears over{my class, thinking I should 
never see them saved. Praise God! they are coming now, one after 
another.” 

One scholar, writing to another who is under conviction of sin, 
says :—‘‘I would ask you to forgive me‘if I have done wrong by 
writing, but it is the Spirit of God that makes us anxious one for 
another, and I would plead with you to come to the Lord, and be as 
one with those that are His, of one mind and one spirit, letting our 
light shine that others may be won for Him.” 

Another refers to the interest taken on her behalf, and is pleased 
that several have shown anxiety respecting her soul, and states that 
when under conviction of sin she was led to Jesus, and now asks her 
friend to pray that she may obtain the peace that passeth all under- 
standing, and have Divine strength to walk consistently. 
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Another says :—‘*I pray that the Lord will save every one in our 
class, and keep those who love Him very near His side.” 





Mr. Larpter, of Poplar Ragged School, relates the following 
touching incident :— 

A little lad got up in the middle of the night to get a drink, and 
for this purpose he lit a tallow candle. By some means his shirt 
became ignited, and burnt him so terribly that he was at once 
removed to Poplar Hospital, where he died after suffering intense 
pain. The little lad spoke to his grandmother of the pleasure he 
had in attending the Ragged School. Being asked the reason why, 
he said, ‘‘I loved to go there, for it was there they told me about God, 
about Heaven, and of Jesus.’” It is very encouraging to know that 
one so young even in his pain remembered the lessons taught him in 
the school of Jesus and His love. 





in SHlemoriam. 


——_— 


MISS M. A. COLE. 











WE have to record our deep regret at the death of Miss M. A. Cole, 
who for eighteen years was a faithful and zealous teacher in the Field 
Lane Ragged School, and who for the last ten years conductel with 
great devotion and efficiency the large infant school. The friends of 
the institution feel that her removal has deprived them of 1 very 
valuable worker, who possessed peculiar qualifications for teachiag and 
influencing young children, and whose place it will be very difficult to 
supply. 

Miss Cole passed to her rest and her reward, after a short Ilness, 
on the 23rd of December last, and was interred on the 28th in Kensal 
Green Cemetery. Mr. Peregrine Platt (representing the Committee 
of the Institution), the Superintendent of the Bible School aud General 
Secretary of the work; Mr. Jackson, the senior Bible School tvacher ; 
Mr. 8. Mayne, the Superintendent of the Refuge; Miss Parker, Miss 
Privitt, and Miss Harris attended the funeral, and these friends were 
met at the cemetery by about twenty of the elder scholars, who sang 

_& hymn over the grave of their dear devoted friend. 
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James CLARKE AND OCo., 13 and 14, Fleet Street. 
Edwin Paxton Hood: Poet and Preacher. A Memorial. 
By George H. Gidden. 

We heartily commend this charming volume. It clearly sets forth by 
statement and quotation the varied faculties of a man of genius who, 
as preacher, lecturer, author, and poet, was for a period of nearly 
fifty years in constant contact with the people. His writings, which 
comprise some 150 volumes, independent of his manifold labours in 
preaching and lecturing, are sufficient to show his ceaseless activity ;, 
and that his mind and heart and pen were continually occupied with 
the welfare of the many—the young especially—the mention of a few 
will suffice for proof: ‘‘ Bye-Path Meadow,” ‘‘ Moral Manhood,” “‘ The 
Day, the Book, and the Teacher’ (being the Centenary Volume of 
the Sunday School Union), ‘“‘ The Literature of Labour,” ‘“* Lamps, 
Pitchers, and Trumpets,” ‘‘ Dream Land and Ghost Land,” ‘‘ The 
Age and its Architects,” ‘‘The Peerage of Poverty,” ‘‘Genius and 
Industry: the Achievements of Mind among the Cottages,” ‘‘ The 
Lamps of the Temple,” and ‘*‘ Blind Amos and his Velvet Principles,”’ 
of which the Rev. Thomas Binney said, if he were rich enough 
he would circulate it by millions. The memory of such a beautiful 
life is here preserved as an incentive to noble labour. The book is 
enriched with portrait and autograph. 








CassELt anv Co., Limited, La Belle Sauvage Yard, Ludgate Hill, E.C. 
The Life and Times of Queen Victoria. Illustrated. In parts. Price 7d. 
This work is carefully and elegantly written, and tells the story of a 
great reign so compactly as not to weary the reader of limited leisure, 
and yet so rich in incident as to show ata glance the workings of 
Cabinets and the strivings of the people, at the same time revealing 
the characteristics of a Court where good sense and virtue were in the 
ascendant. The important facts of the reign are treated with due 
significance, and the writer may be credited with an almost passionless 
impartiality. It-is printed in bold type, on good paper, and copiously 
illustrated. 
Little Folks. 

This admirable serial has a special claim to consideration and en- 
couragement on account of its turning the young folks’ attention to 
the great fact of the year, viz., the Queen’s Jubilee; and in order to 
make it minister to the profit of the youthful mind, has stimulated the 
application of its energies by the offer of over one hundred pounds in 
prizes for the Little Folks’ Queen’s Jubilee Competition. No im- 
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possible task has been set, and the conditions of the contest, as far as- 
human foresight can arrange it, make it a most genuine encounter 


The Quiver. An Illustrated Magazine for Sunday and General 
Reading. Monthly parts, price 7d. 
This serial has obtained general acceptance. The March number- 
contains a sermon by the late William Jay, of Bath, on the Queen’s. 
Accession, which, from the rank of the preacher, cannot fail to interest. 





Homge Worps Orricez, 7, Paternoster Square, E.C. 
Works sy THE Rev. Cuarces Butiock, B.D. 
The Queen’s Resolve. A Jubilee Memorial. 
This appropriately illustrated volume reveals the inner life of the 
Palace, and shows it to have always been a home of purity and terder 
regard ; in fact, a model household. Its pages are alive with 
graphic and touching incident. Love and loyalty will be nourished. 
by its perusal. 
Something New for the Young Folks all the Year Round. 

The higher wisdom is here administered in homeopathic doses by apt 
anecdotes, telling paragraphs, and sweet poetry. 


Leaves from the Life of Sir James Y. Simpson: The Man of Science—-The- 
Man of God. 

This is a short but charming story of an eventful and illustrious 

career. The introduction of chloroform by him has driven agony 

from the operator’s knife and raised him to the rank of a benefactor 

to the human race. 





Watter Scort, 24, Warwick Square, E.C. 

Our Queen: A Sketch of the Life and Times of Queen Victoria, Queen of 
Great Britain and Ireland. By the Author of ‘‘ Grace Darling.” 
2s. 6d. and 3s. 6d. 

This well-illustrated and delightful book is so simply and so beauti- 

fully written as to compel the attention of even the most listless. 

reader. As a gift book or book for the school library it is strongly 
recommended. 





Warp, Lock, anp Co., Warwick House, Salisbury Square. 

True Nobility. A Record of the Career and Labours of the Seventh Earl 
of Shaftesbury. By John W. Kirton, LL.D., author of “‘ Buy Your 
Own Cherries.” 

‘This book is not a mere biography, but a brief and comprehensive 

description of the state of England, mainly among the poorer classes, 








96 NOTICES OF MEETINGS. 


from the birth of his lordship in 1801 to the time of his death 
in 1885.” 

The interest of this book is greatly increased by its numerous and 
appropriate illustrations. The story of the years of the great life 
is well told, and when placed, as it deserves to be, in numerous copies 
in our school libraries, it will be read by thousands. 


Only Give me a Chance. By J. W. Kirton, author of ‘“ Buy Your Own 
Cherries.” 

The writer says in the preface that two things may be gathered from 
this story. First, how possible it is for a boy to rise by industry and 
patience from a very humble station in life to one of influence and 
importance. Secondly, how much can be done by sympathy to help 
-even the most hopeless to overcome their difficulties and trials. The 
story as told thoroughly justifies the statement of the author. Books 
of this kind require and deserve the widest circulation, for the purpose 
-of awakening practical sympathy for those who are so heavily weighted 
in the race of life. 





PassMoRE AND ALABASTER, Paternoster Buildings. 
All of Grace and According to Promise (a companion volume). By 
C. H. Spurgeon. Price 1s. each. 
‘Old topics of momentous interest ure made fresh by their mode of 
treatment, and are set forth with such earnestness and power as to 
take fire and become luminous, so that ‘‘ they that run may read.” 





PartTRIDGE AND Co., 9, Paternoster Row. 

Victoria, Queen and Empress: a Jubilee Memoir. By G. Holden Pike. 
Mr. Pike’s volume on Lord Shaftesbury met with his lordship’s 
hearty approva)], and his judgment has been endorsed by the successive 
editions which have been called for; and we feel assured that a like 
success will attend this Jubilee memoir. The amount of information 
which has been crowded into a small space is truly surprising. This 
interesting volume is excellent as a gift book, or for the home and 
‘school library. 


Aotices of Mlectings, 





LORD SHAFTESBURY’sS scHoots. | held at 85, High Street, Marylebone, 
A meeting in connection with the | the chair being taken by Sir John 
Ragged School Union was recently | Kennaway, Bart.,M.P. After sing- 
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ing and prayer, the chairman said | 


the meeting was chiefly called for 
the purpose of discussing the best 
way of carrying on those efforts 
commenced long ago by the late 
Lord Shaftesbury, and to endeavour 
to kindle afresh the fire and zeal on 
behalf of outcast children, which was 
aroused throughout the country by 
the energy and eloquence of the 
deceased philanthropist. We boasted 
that our religion was based on the 
Bible, and that our country was the 
centre of civilisation; yet at our 
very doors there was a mass of 
wretchedness, misery, and sin which 
was sad to contemplate. Things 
-were not, however, so bad nowas in 
the early days of Lord Shaftesbury ; 
the Sunday was not desecrated as 
formerly, ana the closing of public- 
houses on Sabbath mornings had, 
no doubt, done much towards ren- 
dering the day of rest orderly. 
Ragged Schools had done great 
things in the past, and although 
Board Schools had relieved thou- 
sands hitherto cared for by this 
praiseworthy institution, there was 
still much which could only be done 
by the Ragged School organisation. 
There was no other agency which 
could work amongst the very poor 
and neglected so effectively, and he 
urged those present to see that the 
mission was not allowed to languish 
either for the want of funds or 
workers. 

Mr. John Kirk, Secretary of the 
Ragged School Union, whilst ex- 
pressing thankfulness to God for the 
improvement in society referred to 
by the chairman, said, on the other 
hand, that it was painful to witness 
the squalor and misery apparent on 
every side. The feeling of the com- 
mittee and those engaged in the 
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work was that they must press for- 
ward on the same lines as those pur- 
sued in the past, and strengthen to 
the uttermost the existing agency. 
The Ragged School Union dealt with 
all ages, beginning with the infants,. 
for whom créches were established ; 


| they took hold of hungry waifs and 





| 
| 
| 





strays, and fed them; they clothed 
the naked, and they sought to in- 
vigorate the weak and sickly by 
sending them into the country. They 
went down to the lowest depths of 
society, and constantly came into 
contact with those who but for the 
timely aid rendered would have 
perished. Factory girls were ano- 
ther class which they sought to 
benefit, and many incidents could 
be related showing that these were 
not the only works in which the 
committee, assisted by some 3,500 
voluntary teachers, were engaged. 
Indeed, numerous letters had been 
received from those who had been 
rescued from a course either preg- 
nant with danger, or from a life of 
crime and wretchedness, and who 
had become good citizens and useful 
members of society. The’ Union had 
a claim upon all, and in conclusion 
he expressed a hope that the out- 
come of the meeting would be large 
offers of help ia the work, and also. 
an increase in the funds. 

Mr. 8. E. Haward next addressed 
the meetivg, and referred to the ia- 
fluence and, benefit of the Holiday 
Homes; azd amongst the other 
speakers were Mr. Curtis and Mr. 
Jepson. 


MILLWALL JUVENILE MISSION. 


During January a meeting of elder 
girls, some forty in number, was con- 


:vened with a view to the formation 
‘of a branch of the Young Women’s 











Christian Association. The Hon. 
Miss Kinnaird, with a lady friend, 
-attended and addressed the girls on 
the advantages of such an associa- 
tion. The meeting was subsequently 
enlarged by ‘the presence of the 
parents ; and some earnest talk, with 
enlivening music, set the meeting on 
fire. Some prizes were given to one 
or two young women for service 
rendered. Mr. R. J. Curtis, cf the 
Ragged School Union, presided. 


MARIGOLD PLACE, BERMONDSEY, OLD 
SCHOLARS’ MEETING. 

A crowded meeting of such was 
recently held, many of whom dated 
their connection some twenty years 
back. There was a good sprinkling 
of babies. An abundant tea was 
provided, after which Donald Ma- 
-theson, Esq., who presided, addressed 
the meeting. Recitations and sing- 
ing lent their charms, and a few 
admonitory words were spoken by 
Messrs. Menzies, Vesey, Challis, 
‘Hodges, and R. J. Curtis, Ragged 
School Union. 


CASTLE LANE YOUTHS’ INSTITUTE, 
-James Street, Buckingham Gate, 
§.W. Financial Secretary, Mr. H. 
W. Just, B.A. Managing Secretary, 
Mr. 8S. M. Cousins.—This thriving 
young men’s club is open every 
-evening during the months October 
to May, and for two nights weekly 
in June and July. The membership 
roll numbers 150, and the average 
attendance during the past session 
has been 40. On the monthly 
entertainment nights 150 to 250 
members and friends have been 
present. The Gymnasium has proved 
the great ‘‘draw,” and a marked 
increase in the desire for reading 
has been manifested. We have 





98 NOTICES OF MEETINGS. 


increased the Library to about 250 
volumes, and have also taken the 
principal magazines and periodicals 
and daily papers. The educational 
classes have been fairly attended, 
the more popular being Singing, 
Ambulance, Writing and Drawing. 
A few members have made good 
progress in shorthand. 

We have no direct Biblical teach- 
ing, but endeavour to infuse into our 
whole work the spirit of our Divioe 
Master, and thus create and sustain 
a good healthy tone. It is His 
work. He is carrying it on. 

Such institutions as this have a 
great influence in moulding the 


character of our elder boys (and° 


girls too), and are a powerful sup- 
plement to the direct spiritual work 
of the Sunday. 


SERMON LANE MISSION YOUTHS’ 
INSTITUTE. 

The interest of the members has 
been well sustained throughout the 
session, upwards of 600 having been 
enrolled since its commencement in 
September. 

Addrestes have been delivered by 
Revs. Thain Davi-on, Peter Car- 
michael, and Eynon Davies. Popu- 
lar science lectures, profusely illus- 
trated with experiments, were given 
by Mr. Beeby. Mr. Williams Benn 
delighted the boys with his sketching 
entertainment, and a gymnastic 
display given by our members 
proved so attractive that many 
were unable to obtain admission on 
account of the crowded attendance. 
The programme included ‘‘ The 
Musical Drill,” exercises upon the 
horizontal and parallel bars and 
vaulting-horse, the high jump, tug 
of war, sword exercise, and the 
maze. 
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We have now in full operation 
Gymnasium, Library, Band, De- 
bating Society, Drawing and Fret- 
work Classes, Chess Club, Harriers, 
Cricket and Swimming Clubs, and 
Bible Class. 

Our Motto :—‘‘ Whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God.” 


JOHNSON’S COURT RAGGED SCHOOL 
AND MISSION (‘‘ THE GAP”). 

The annual distribution of prizes 
to scholars of the above school took 
place on Tuesday, 8th February. 

The prizes, which were awarded 
to those who had attended regularly 
during last year with good conduct, 
were presented by T. L. Hands, 
Esq., who mentioned in his opening 
remarks that he had succeeded in 
interesting the children of his chapel 
in the work carried on at the Gap, 
and that they had devoted their 
weekly offerings for one month to 
the funds of the school—an an- 
nouncement received with cheers. 

Mr. Curtis (Ragged School Union) 
followed with a brief address, after 
which the prizes were distributed. 
The prizes consisted of vases, cups 
and saucers, fancy milk-jugs, framed 
texts, mechanical steam rollers, 
clothing, &c., with a good assort- 
ment of toys, dolls, &c., for the 
junior division. A Bible was pre- 
sented to one boy for being first in 
an examination upon the Book of 
Genesis. 

Addresses were given by Messrs. 
Harland and Pitt (hon. treasurer). 

During the evening several bright 
hymns were sung, and Mr. Geo. 
Schmidt, a former scholar, now a 
teacher, gave Sir Arthur Sullivan’s 
‘* Lost Chord” as a cornet solo. 

The following are some of the 
operations at the Gap :— 





Sundays: Class - teaching and 
Addresses; Meeting for adults and 
senior scholars. 


Mondays: Penny Bank and 
Singing Class. 
Tuesdays: Entertainment and 


Gymnasium Exercise alternately. 
Thursdays: Drum and Fife Band. 
Fridays: Singing - class and 

Gymnasium exercise. 

On Wednesdays a Band of Hope is 
conducted by the teachers of Juttle 
Alie Street Chapel, and is attended 
by many of the Gap scholars. 

During the winter months there 
has been a great influx of lads, 
whose ages range from thirteen to 
twenty, while, on the other and, 
there has been a great falling-off of 
senior girls, attributable in great 
measure to the scarcity of lady 
teachers. 


HATFIELD STREET. 

Special services for children were 
conducted by Mr. T. Sayer, under 
the auspices of the Children’s Special 
Service Mission. The truths of the 
Gospel were conveyed in simple lan- 
guage and telling anecdotes. The 
children were afterwards spoken 
to individually, several of whom 
gave such clear and decided testi- 
mony that we have reason to believe 
that the work of grace has been 
begun in their hearts. The children 
who stayed to the after meetings 
have been formed into classes, and 
the work is being followed up by the 
teachers. 


FOX COURT. 

The parents’ annual meeting was 
held on March 2nd in the noble hall 
of Gray’s Inn, most kindly lent by the 
Benchers for the twenty-third time 
for this purpose. 350 fathers and 
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mothers sat down to «a substantial 
meat tea, which they appeared tho- 
roughly to enjoy. At seven o’clock 
(in the unavoidable absence of the 
president of the school, Sir Robert 
W. Carden) the chair was taken by 
George Williams, Esq., who favoured 
the meeting with his presence for 
the first time, and expressed to both 
parents and teachers his warmest 
sympathy with them and with the 
work of the institution. The secre- 
tary, in bringing before the parents 
the numerous agencies carried on at 
Fox Court for their own and chil- 
dren’s benefit, assured them that 
their children were thought of and 
cared for by friends now resident in 
distant parts of the world. Each 
summer and winter he received 
donations from South Africa and 
New Zealand for the 
treats, in addition to subscriptions 
for the school funds. With respect 
to the latter, hc informed the meet- 
ing that the original debt three 
years ago on freehold, new building, 
and furniture of £2,400 had now 
been reduced to £875, which amount 
the committee earnestly hoped to 
wipe off during the present year. 
To this end a very special effort 
would be made, and the friends and 


children’s 


visitors present were asked to lend 
their aid. Suitable addresses were 
then delivered by the chairman, the 
Rev. S. Phillips (Chaplain of Gray’s 
Inn), Rev. C. B. Sawday, Rev. C. A. 
Keightley, Rev. J. H. Moran, John 
H. Lydall, Esq., and Mr. R. J. Curtis 
(organising secretary, Ragged School 
Union), interspersed with music and 
song, to which the following friends 
kindly contributed: Madame Flo- 
rence Winn, Mrs. Sawday, Messrs. 
Pardon and friends; Mr. Rider 


and friends, violinists; Miss Triggs, 


MEETINGS. 


| Miss Burdon, and Mr. Harrison 
presiding at the pianoforte. After 
a vote of thanks to the Benchers 
of Gray’s Inn, the chairman, and all 
contributors to the entertainment, a 
very enjoyable evening was brought 
to a close. 


NEWPORT STREET, LAMBETH. 

A parents’ meeting was held on 
February 14th, Mr. W. Medwin in 
the chair. After a bountiful tea 
addresses were given by Miss E. A. 
Tournier, Mr. R. J. Curtis, of the 
Ragged School Union, and other 
friends. A second tea was given on 
February 25th, in which similar 
arrangements were carried out. The 
total number of parents thus enter- 
tained was 500. 


KING EDWARD STREET. 

On Saturday evening, February 
19th, a most interesting conference 
of working lads from various parts 
of London was held at the King 
Edward Schools and Institute, Spi- 
tulfields. After tea the proceedings 
were opened by prayer, after which 
Mr. John Kirk, of the Ragged School 
Mr. C. J. Montiu- 
gue read a very able paper on the 
question, ‘‘ How can we best serve 
Christ in our workshops and places 
of business ?”’ after which the youths 
were invited to give their experi- 
ence, and it was a most gratifying 
spectacle to see these young Chris- 
tians, many of them just verging 


Union, presided. 


’ 


upon manhood, get up, and one 
after another give their testimony for 
Christ. The Ragged Schools repre- 
sented were Nelson Street, King 
Ndward Street, Darby Street, Abbey 
Street, Gibraltar Walk, Collingwood 
Street, Tottenham 
George Yard. 
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POST FREE for SIX STAMPS, or LARGE EDITION (bound in cloth), Is, 34,, from the AU) ‘HOR. 


CONSUMPTION 


AMD ALI. L.0UNG DISTASUS. 
By G. T. CONGREVE, Coombe Lodge, Peckham. 


The Nature, Progress, and True Treatment of this Scourge of England. 


The following Cases are selected from the TWENTIE''H SERIES. 


BRONOHO- PHTHISIS and CONSUMPTION.-—-TWO CASES RE- 
PORTED by Rev. THOMAS GRIFFITHS, of ABERTILLERY, near 
Newport, Mons. 

The patient was a young man, at A ery, named LEwis PritcHArD, of King- 
street. @ friend who corresponded with me on his behalf, was Mr. John Down, of 
King-street. 

ie the first statement of the case, it appears that the patient had suffered for two 
and a-half with cold, which, in process of time, brought on a troublesome 
Cough, which iacreased, with purulent expectoration, severe pains, spasmodic breathing, 
perspirations, and decline of 

It was several months before was any decidedly manifest improvement—(I say 
manifest, because there may be improvement on in the condition of a patient’s 
lungs unknown, until there comes a sudden visible evidence thereof). But at that time 
he got rapidly stronger. Then general improvement took place, He continued under 
my treatinent for over twelve months, when he was fully restored. 

I have just received a letter from Rev. Tuomas GrifFrrus, who knew the cas: well. 
He says : “* Mr. Pritchard suffered from Bronchial Asthma, which developed ints Con- 
sumption. His left lung had become affected. He had sought relief from six eininent 
medical men. He derived no benefit, and was persuaded to seek your valuable advice, 
and Mr. John Dewn wrote you on his behalf. He is now in comparatively good }ealth, 
and is able to follow his profession, without interruption. His cure is considere) mar- 
vellous by the neighbours.”’ ? 

‘¢ There is a young woman (Mr, Griffiths continues), both of whose lungs were pro- 
nounced gone, but she took a course of your medicine, and is now in good health. Her 
case is also truly a.wonderfulcase. Wishing you continued success in the relief of :uman 
suffering, I am, yours sincerely, Thomas Griffiths.” 


CASE near ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH.—RIGHT LUNG DISEASID. 
The patient's name is Mrs, ExizanerH SHarrs, Grocer, of Ipstock, AsH3¥-DE- 
La-Zoucn. Her iliness commenced with pleurisy, attended with great debility. This 
was followed by an exceedingly troublesome Cough, difficult expectoration, pains in the 
side, swellings of the ancles, The physician who was then called in confirmed tle pre- 
vious medical opinions, and pronounced her right lung to be affected. Seeing an a:count 
of my treatment in the Christian Age, she sent me a full statement of her case, anil coms 
menced, according to my advice, immediately. , 
In a few weeks she reported “Cough and pains relieved,” and a ‘gain o/ thres 
ands in weight,” In the third month of her being under my treatment she had 
ittle daughter, and her doctor’s report of her Fang coctgrs very hopeful. After this 
she continued with my medicine. welling of the t, from weakness, was relieved 
by outward applications. 5 
The patient gradually left off the medicine, after a total period of 15 months ; and 
writing me two months after so doing, she says:—‘“‘I steadily persevered accorling to 
our instructions. My friends say 1am amiracle. You have been the means, in God's 
nuls, of restoring my life. 1 am as well now as ever I was, and my little daughter 
(born while under your treatment) is a very healthy child. Make whatever use you 
please of this.—Yours gratefully,” &c, 


TAIONS at COOMBE LODGE on TUESDAY, THURSDAY, and SATURDAY 
EVERY PATIENT SHOULD READ THE BOOK BEFOREHAND. 


*,* Mr. Congreve is publishing one recent case every weck in the “Christian World,” and abous 
. twenty-five other Weekly Papers. 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


a OR, J. COLLIS BROWNE'S CHLORODYNE 


Pag Is THE 
a; ORIGINAL AND ONLY GENUINE, 
ea oe are CAUTIONED the unfounded statements frequently made, 
; «ten composition of CHLORODYNE is known to Chemists and the Medical 
Profession.” =. fact . LE ORORSE E was Discovered and Invented by Dr. J. COULIS 
SS ray » end so named by him, and it has baffled all sttempts at 
coarse frst Chemiste. of the day. The method and secret of the preparation pone 3 
ir ed. It is obvious, therefore, that an thing sold under the name, asve Dr. J. CO 
= NE’S CHLORODYNE, es & spurious imi 
OAUTION.—Vice-Chancellor - Paes Woop si stated that Dr. J. COLLIS BROWNE was 
andoubtedly the Inventor of elon ores 


the Profession to’ be the most wonderful 


—_ ws le remedy ever discovered. 

is the best remedy known for Coughs, Consumption, 
Bronchitis, Asthina. 

effectually checks and arrests those too often fatal diseases 
—Diphtheria, Fever, Croup, Ague. 

acts like a charm in Diarrhea, and is the only specific in 








Cholera and Dysentery. 

effectually cuts short ry attacks of Epilepsy, Hysteria, 
Palpitation, and Spasms. 

is the only tive in Neuralgia, Rheumatism, Gout, 


























Se Cancer, ‘oothache, Meningitis, &c. 
a w.'C. Ba eens ES, M.D., Bideford.—“ [t is, without doubt, the most valuable, and certain 
Dr. M‘Miiaax, of New Gabwag, | Scotland, —"* I b-comiites it the most valuable yt pyre 8 
on Seaatl Ruse communicated to the College of Physicians that he had recei ed a despatch from é 
jesty’s Consul sf Manilla, to the effect ‘that Cholera has been ‘earflly, and that the 
/ ONLY remedy of any — hy eg agete ge —See — Ist Decem 
; Sold in Bottles et 6d. each ene ts guutne efthont the wendi 
x “ Dr. J, COLLIS BROWNE’ iM atonoBYNE "6 on the Government Stamp. Overwhelming Medica) 
Be Testimony accompanies each bottle, 
b Sole Manufacturer—J. T. DAVENPORT, 33, Gt. Russell St. London. 
a J ‘ E. E AR E E ’ 
EE BREAKFAST AND TEA CONTRACTOR, ; 
fer , 
ee 127, HACKNEY ROAD, near SHorxpiToH CHURCH. 
2 
7 


J, E. E. respeotfully begs to inform the Clergy, Superintendents of Schools, and 
others who are in the practice of commemorating their Anniversaries, &0., by Pablic 
Breakfasts and Tea Meetings, that he has every requisite for such occasions, com- 
x prising Tables, Coppers, and China to any extent, in a superior style, at extremely 
moderate charges. 

J. E. E. tenders his sincere thanks to those ladies and gentlemen who have hitherto 
favoured him with their kind patronage, and hopes by strict attention to ensure a con- 
tinuance of the same; he also begs most respectfully to solicit the favour of their 4 
recommendation. 

Rout Seats on Reasonable Terms, Vans, and every requisite for Excursion Parties, 

with the entire Management, taken by Contract. 


_* 
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COMMUNICATIONS BY POST IMMEDIATELY ATTENDED TO. 





References are kindly permitted to be made to the Secretaries of the Ragged 
Sehovl Wnion and the Temperance Leagne. 
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RAGGED SCHOOL UNION. 






ESTABLISHED FOR THE SUPPORT OF 


FREE SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS FOR THE DESTITUTE POOR. 
OFFICES: 12 & 13,, EXETER HALL, W.C. 





The following sums have been received in aid of the Ragged School Union, from 
the 20th of December, 1886, to the 19th of March, 1887, inclusive :-— 


Abraham, Aug. B., 


Adams, ‘Tos., Esq. ¢ 
Miss... 


A eee “ ° ane 


Baker, tat | att 
Bakewell, John, Esq. 
Balfour, T. G., Esq. . 
Barclay, Mrs. . . « 
Barkworth, Mrs. H. . 
Barron, F., Esq. 

Bass, Mrs. . . . 
Bax, A. R., ste } 
Bax, Mrs. . e 
Bayly, Miss M. 
Benham, Fred., es 
Bennett, Rev. W.B 


Berne Cc R.N. 
gB," pay 
Bineld at 


Bishop, Meh... 
Bland, R. M., at 
Bloomfield Chas., 


Decbebr, The Misses 
ag ay Mrs, ¢ + 
Box in Office. . . 
Boyton, F. R., Esq.: . 
ae non gl Mr. John . 


Braham 

Brandreth Mire, 

cae Miss . 
Brocklehurst, W. w., 

Brooke,’ Capt. B FB 

ns Miss A. W., 


brows, Miss Dudin 
Brown, — ‘ 
Brown, M 


Brown, W. ont 
Brown, G. eb 


Browne, Mrs. Deane ; 











General Fund. 

& s.d, & 8. d. £ 8. d. 
Brownell, Mrs. ; 010 0 Harris, Mrs. Geo. 100 
220 —. J.” Harris, ee Ce 
1 0 0] Esq. a ae Healey, The Misses 010 0 
050 Burlingham,R. .E. Esq. 050 Lear eg ya 015 0 
010 6} Burnaby, T aes 010 0 r, Mr..T 05 0 
1 1 0} Barrell, Miss... 010 0| Sums under 6s.. - 100 
014 4) Bury, Mr cen £2 ss Pweg My Esq. 110 
0 3 O| Campbell, "Lady » » © 5 0} Cross, Mrs 10 0 

2 2 O} Cahill, Miss. is (2S 8 Cunnynghame, Hugh, 
1 1 0} Callcott, Miss .. 010 0 Esq. : - Be® 0 
040 eye ° 2 2 Of Curt Miss. . . . 5 50 
5 0 O| Cater, Arthur, Esg. . 1010 ¥ oo Sis ke - 600 
1 1 O| Cater, J. W., 210 0 SB ve 060 
2 0 0} Catt, Miss 2. © Aish, W., Esq'. . (2 2 0 
0 5 0| Chadwick, Mrs. "* 3} Ol Dal mn, Rev.S.. . . 11 °0 
05 0 Champneys, A.C. an. 910 0 Darling, Mrs.. ee ~ Bre 
0 2 6] Chancellor; Miss £. 040 ee ay Mrs. . 026 
2 0 6] Chandless,H. .. 10 0 0} Davies F Se @ 1S a8 
ngtonu, Miss 1.0 0} Davison, R, ee ee 
0 5 0] Chippindale, Miss 5 0 O| Deacon, John, 10 0 0 
1 © 0| Churchill, MissE.: . 1 0 0} Deacon, Miss. 100 
3 0 0} Clack, The M ; 2 1.0 O| Denison, A., Esq. . . 2 2 0 
21 0 0} Clark, Chas., Esq, . 0 5 O| Dewhurst, G. B., Esq. 1 1 0 
5 © 0] Clarke, Herbert, Esq. 5 0 0] Dixon, Miss M.A, 0560 
2 0 Oj Clarke, R. G., 010 6} Dixon, Mrs. A 07 6 
3.0 Oj Clay, Mrs. E., co) 110 0} Douglas, SirR,P.. . 010 6 
6 5 0 be yen egg Pa G. 200 ~~ A.J. 22 0 
1 0 0} Clutterbuck, Mrs.C.\F. 2 2 0 % oe 6 Oke 
2 2 0} Clutton, Wm. J., Esq. 310 0 Dury, «+ 800 

5 0 0| Coats, Miss . ,».. on T= dit, Sia 

0 5 0} Cole, Hon A. BH. .« 100 ° 050 
2 2 0| Colebrooke,TheMisses 0 2 6 Dathot, aise 5 ee ere 
5 0 O| Coleby, E., Esq. - © & O}| Hale,» 1-3-6 
1 1 0} Collected at Kegworth, Nicholl, hire. Vincent 010 0 
110 0 Sutton, and ‘en- tt, oe 040 

0 5 O}  nington, ———_ Trimnell, Mr. and 
220 Tomlinson & Pep 010 0 SPS ae 
2 2 0} Collected oth Sun Tyndall, Mrs. 0560 
5 © 0| School Children per Underhill, T., Esy. 1 1 0 
2 2 0] W. #H. Solly, ~ . 2 210) Dyke, R.C. Hart, Esq. 2 2 0 
0 5 0} Collected from Friends Erle, Lady. . - - « ,5 00 
0 2 6] at Melksham, Holt, Eck, Mrs... « -« 5600 
10 0 06} and Bradford, per Edlmann, Jos. 17 6 
1 06 0 Miss Spackman . . 6 0 0 Ellorton, Richard, Esq. 5 0@ 0 
1 0 Of} Collins Miss 2. 2 2 Of Evans, MissE.,. .. 2 90°90 
110 ae Cee 12 2 0} Eve, Miss . ofeneih ORS 
2 2 Of Collyer, Miss G. M 0 5 O| Eve, Mrs. > 100 
1 1 0} Cooper, . . 10 0 O} Everett, R., 8 3 @ 
1 9 0} Copeman, Mrs. Ann . 110;,BR EC. .- 080 
1 1 0} Cornell, Samuel, Esq. 0 10 0] Fortescue, Karl 100 
0 2 0} Cotsford, W. G.; Esq. 010 6} Fortescue, 110 
0 5 O| Coubrough, A, Sykes, Fairbairn, Rey. John 1 0 0 
200 ou; Wid; Hay? 0 10 | Pledy Me. and”Btes 

10 0 0} Coulson, Edwd., Esq. 0 10 0} Field, Mr. and Mrs 
Courthorpe, G.C, Esqy. 5 0 0| He e 3-20 
10 0 0} Cramphorn, Mi 0 5 0} Fife, a de ene 
0 5 0| Crew n, Robert, Esq. 65 0 0} Flood, Honry, Esq. . 2 2 0 
Croft, Wm., Esq. . 1 0 Oj Fortescue, Kon. - 22:6 
2 3 6] Crook, Miss A., per— Fortescue, J. F., 110 
10 0-0] A Friend to Foster, Robt. J., Esq. 600 
100 pele. « 3 @ 0| Foveaux, Miss. 50 0 
010 0] Barnes, Mrs: . 050 hn F., Esq. 220 

116 6) Clark, M . Sia ah Eee hee r.people of 

Clark, Mrs.,ccll, « © 4 0] Holybourne and 

110 " ee O 5 0} others, per Miss 
10 0 O| Harris, Mrs.C. . 0 5 "| ' Tomkins . «ce SME 
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BaptanoS siemens eonne aot 
ecceaa coosceoso 


Rivington, Wm., Esq. 
Roberts, Wm. Arthur, 
Esq. . 

Robertson, “Chas , Keq. 
Robertson, Jas., Esq. 
Robertson, Mrs. . . 
Robertson, W. B., Esq. 
Robinson, Dr. Thos. . 
Robson, Miss 

Robson. Miss K. 
Rous, MissC. K. , . 
Russell, G. W., Esq. . 


Russell & Allen, Messrs. 
Shakerley, Dowr. Lady 


Surt+es. Lady 


Saddlers,The W orship- 


ful Company of . 
Schultz, C., Esq. 
Scott, Alexr., Esq. 
Scott, Miss ° 
Scott, Miss ° 
Scott, Thos., Esq. . 
Seymour, H., Esq. 
Shatwell, Miss 
Shaw, Mrs. .. « 
Shevill, W. H., Esq. 
Simms. Miss M. 
Simpkinson, E.V. JEsq. 
Simson, Geo., Esq. 
Sinclair, Miss C. ae 
Skinners, The Wor- 

shipful Company of 
Slater, Rev. L. . . 
Slater, Hy., Esq. 
Small, John, Req. . 
Smith, Miss C. M. 
Smith, Richd., Esq. . 
Smith, 8. Le Blanc, 

ee: a oe 
Smyth, Mrs. : atson . 
Snape, R. J., Esq. 
Sneyd, Miss’ ; 
Souter, Miss. . 
Souter, Miss F. . 


Buckley, Mrs. . . 
Craven, Dowager 
Countess of ic 
Chalk, Mra; . . 
Dalton, Rev. 8. 
Egerton, Philip Kk 


isq. . 
Escott, Wm. Frank, 
| aie inte 


Benevolent. 
Bell, Wm. Edwd., Esq. 
Cook, G.H , Esq. ° 
Kettlewell, Mrs. . . 
Sandes, Mrs. esti Om 
Woodward, Miss 

meee «2 ls. 's & 

Breakfasts. 
Hawkins, MissS. . . 
Lefroy, Mrs. Geo. . . 

Dinners. 
Anonymous . 
Campbell, Wm., » Eq. 
Carter, Miss. . 
Christie, Miss a 
Churchill, Mrs. . . 
Clack, Miss ... 
Cotgreave, Miss. 
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General Fund (continued from previous page). 


Sowler, Miss. . . 
Sperling, Arthur, Esq. 
8. P. Missionary So- 
ciety, per Jas. F. 
Bellchambers, Esq. 
Starey, 8. R., Esq. . 
Statham, Miss 
Steedman, Miss . 
Steel, Mra. 
Steinitz, C., Esq. 
Stenhouse, Mrs. 
Stenning, Mrs. . A 
Stephenson, Miss S. . 
Stericker, Walter, Esq. 
Sterry, John, Esq. . 
Stevens. A. B., Esq. 
Stevenson, Mrs. . 
Stewart, Mrs. Dr. . . 
Stopford, Adml. R. F. 
Strong, Miss A. P. 
Sturge, Geo., Trust 
_, ee i 
Sugg, A., Esq. 
Sunbeam Fund, per 
Mr. W. R. Everett . 
Swaine, Messrs. and 
0. . . . . 
Swatman, . ‘Miss E. J. 
A. R. 


s, L.. 
Tapling, Messrs. Thos. 
and Co. : 
Tate, John P., Esq. 
Tate, Miss H. M. 
Taylor, G. J., Esq. 
Taylor, J. W., Esq. 
Thorn, Wm. Hy., ~ 
Thorp, Rev. J 
Trendell, Mrs. Mary | 
Trowell, ’Fras., Esq. . 
amg Ww. i., Esq. 
Uwins, Rev. J.G. re 
Vanner, W., Esq. . 
Van Ryn. Rev. 7 G. 


Holiday Fund. 
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| Girlat Sidcup Meeting 0 


** Gordon Memorial 
Fund, for the Bene- 
fit of Poor Chil- 


dren” 9 
Harrison, Mrs, Barker 150 
Marshall, A.J. A., 

Esq. . > ee 


Special Funds. 


Crowther, A. H., Esq. 2 
E. J., Leicester. . 
Goad & Son, Messrs. KF 
Greene, Mrs. 

Hansell, Reginald <. 


ooow 


Esq, . 
noun, s. E, Esq. ° 
Lush, Mrs.Geo. . . 
Mackuess, Mrs... . 
Milligan, Mrs. . . . 
Naish, Master Wm. 

Vawdry 
Newcome, The Misses 
Readers of © Christian” 

per Morgan & Scott 
Redford, Frank C., 


“One e 


bore 


ee ea 
Tayler, Miss Kate. . 


Shaftesbury Fund. 
Legacy. 
Douglas, Mrs. Elizabeth, per Messrs. Foster and Spicer 
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Vaughan, H., Esy. . 
Vintners, The Wor- 


Bi 


shipful Con pany of 10 10 


Westminster, His 
Grace The Duke of, 
K.G. 

Wakefield, C. M., Est. 
Walker, Miss . 
Ward, Jos,, Esq, . 
Ward “Lock, and Co., 

Messrs. . ° 
Warren, Miss . . 
Warrington, Mrs. . 
Watts, Mrs. 

Welch, Miss. . 

Wells, Mrs. J.S. . . 

Western, G. A., Esq 

Weston, Miss ., 

Wheler, E.G., Esq. . 

Wickham, Wm., Esq. 

Wightman, Miss 


| Wigram, Rev. F. E. 


Wildman, Miss. . . 
Wildman, Mrs. ° 
Willcox, Miss 
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The Archbishops and Bishops of the Churches of England and 
Ireland, and numerous eminent Clergymen and Ministers 
of all Denominations, unite in recommending it. 
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